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Amendment A 
Abolish Slavery Colorado! 

 
Clergy Education Packet 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in learning how you and your congregation can become 
informed and active in the effort to Abolish Slavery in Colorado!  Let’s make Colorado 
the first state to take this standing reminder of slavery and racism out of our state 
Constitution. 

 
Contents: 
 

1. Faith Leader Introduction Letter: Amendment A History and Introduction 
2. Resources for Clergy 

a. Worship resources: 
i. Scriptures and commentaries (Jewish, Christian, Buddhist) 
ii. Prayer for Compassion 
iii. Reading 

b. Action resources 
i. Sample announcement to congregation 

3. Congregational resources 
a. Testimony of Sister Lee McNeil, Shorter AME Church  

4. Invitation to Action 
a. Educational Press Release from Aug 28th Campaign Launch, including 

Unitarian Universalist clergy letter 
b. Clergy - sign onto clergy letter in support of Amendment A 
c. Host film “13th,” (discussion guide available at:  influencefilmclub.com/wp-

content/uploads/2017/01/13th-Discussion-Guide.pdf) 
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Abolish Slavery Colorado! 
Vote Yes on Amendment A 
  
Dear Fellow Faith Leaders: 
  
Greetings in the name of the One whom we all serve, and who gives to each person 
both their essential dignity and the gifts through which to express it. 
  
On the statewide ballot this fall is Amendment A which will remove from the state 
Constitution language which continues to permit slavery in the case of someone who 
has been convicted of a crime. The removal of that language from the Constitution, 
which is the foundation of our legal life, will demonstrate our rejection of the hateful 
legacy of slavery and acknowledge our desire to stand against the ongoing reality of 
racism. Amendment A can be a point of unity and healing in our society. With so many 
divisive issues confronting us, it feels great to have something which we can readily 
agree on yet which is still very important. You may remember that we had a similar 
amendment two years ago, Amendment T, which narrowly failed, in large part because 
of confusing ballot language. The Colorado Legislature unanimously voted again to put 
this measure on the ballot. 
  
The vocal support of faith communities will be crucial to getting Amendment A approved 
by voters, so we are calling on you to assist in building that support. There are many 
ways you can do so: 
  
■ Sign on (individually) as a faith leader in support of Amendment A: 
(https://abolishslaveryco.org/endorse/) 
■ Have your faith community or organization sign on to support Amendment A: 
(https://abolishslaveryco.org/endorse/) 
■ Ask other leaders in your faith also to support Amendment A 
■ Have groups watch the movie 13th and use the included conversation guide 
(discussion guide available at:  influencefilmclub.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/13th-Discussion-Guide.pdf) 
■ Put a brief educational piece in your congregational bulletin/newsletter 
(sample included in this packet) 
■ Distribute educational materials on A during your coffee and/or education hour 
■ Invite someone to speak to your congregation or groups within you congregation 
about Amendment A (contact our Speaker’s Bureau, minister@prairieuu.org) 
■ Use worship materials provided by us in this packet in your congregation 
■ Preach about Amendment A/Abolish Slavery Colorado!  
■ Offer a Blessing of the Ballots in October. 
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■ Submit a guest opinion piece to your community newspaper 
■ Attend Moral Ballot Measures Rally, Tuesday, Sept. 25 
■ Make/solicit financial contributions to “Abolish Slavery Colorado!” 
(https://abolishslaveryco.org/) 
  
The ballot will be jam-packed with other questions, so it is very important that voters are 
able to identify Amendment A as something they have heard about from faith leaders. 
Many voters simply decline to vote or vote “no” on issues with which they are not 
familiar. 
  
We are attaching several educational and worship pieces for your use. Please let us 
know if you intend to make use of any of them, and do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions or concerns. 
  
With you in faith, hope, and love! 
 
Revs. Amy Rowland and Jann Halloran 
Abolish Slavery Colorado! Steering Committee 
 
Draft Ballot and Blue Book wording:  
  
Amendment A:  Prohibit Slavery and Involuntary Servitude in All Circumstances 
 
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution prohibiting slavery and 
involuntary servitude in all circumstances by repealing an exception that allows slavery 
or involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime? 
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Worship Resources 
Scriptures on Freedom from Slavery 

 
From the New Revised Standard Version with Apocrypha 
Hebrew Major Prophets 
  
Isaiah 58:6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
  
  
Isaiah 61:1-2a The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favor,  
   
Jeremiah 34:8-10 8 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord, after King 
Zedekiah had made a covenant with all the people in Jerusalem to make a proclamation 
of liberty to them— 9 that all should set free their Hebrew slaves, male and female, so 
that no one should hold another Judean in slavery. 10 And they obeyed, all the officials 
and all the people who had entered into the covenant tha all would set free their slaves, 
male or female, so that they would not be enslaved again; they obeyed and set them 
free.  
  
Psalm 146:5-9 
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their 
God, 6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith 
forever; 7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The 
Lord sets the prisoners free; 8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up 
those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9 The Lord watches over the 
strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to 
ruin 
  
Christian Epistles 
  
Romans 8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children 
of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its 
bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  
  
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
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is freedom. 
  
  
Galatians 5:1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
  
Christian Gospels 
  
Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's 
favor."  
  
John 8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 
  
John 8:36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
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Worship Resources 
Scripture Commentary on freedom from slavery 

 
Buddhist Commentary: 
  
From Val Stepien, O.I. (Order of Interbeing), Unified Buddhist Church:  
Buddhism calls upon us to raise up our consciousness for the sake of all beings.  That 
was the entire purpose of the Buddha's life - to transform suffering.  With Amendment T, 
we have the opportunity to decrease suffering by taking this hurtful language that 
references an atrocious part of our history out of the Colorado constitution.   
In Buddhism, our practice is to raise each other up.  Buddhist values state that our 
ancestors need us to heal and transform the wounds they helped create.  Voting "YES" 
on Amendment T gives us an opportunity to contribute to this essential healing. 
  
Sacred Text from the Muslim tradition 
 
Submitted by Iman Jodeh: 
 
The best way to please God and honor thyself as a Muslim is to free a slave 
Islamic Case of the Abolishment of Slavery 
  
So whomever frees a slave, God will reward them two fold 
Holy Qu’ran 
 
Jewish Scriptures/Commentary: 
  
From Rabbi Stephen Booth-Nadav: 
A quick and simple way to address the issue of slavery, and one that applies in so many 
places, is from Gen: 1:27.  "And G-d created human in G-d's image,..."  (says almost 
same thing in previous verse). 
I like to point out that it doesn't say "Jews" were created in G-d's image, or men, or 
white people, or straight people, etc.  ALL HUMANS ARE CREATED IN G-D'S IMAGE!  
Can we treat an image of G-d as a slave?  Or see anyone in such a demeaning place?  
What would it be like if when we saw anyone, especially someone different than us, we 
said 'there goes an image and likeness of G-d!"? 
  
From Rabbi Bernie Gerson: 
“Tzedek, Tzedek, Tirdof” – “Justice, Justice You Shall Pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20) 
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It is said in the Talmud that, in the days when the world is more perfect, we will 
remember not just the liberation from Egypt, but the liberation of all people from 
oppression.  
To celebrate the Passover Seder is not merely to recall the Exodus; it is to recapture it. 
We are taught that, “In every generation all of us are obliged to regard ourselves as if 
we ourselves went forth from the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 13:8) So it is not enough to 
remember; we must ourselves enter the story and, through prayer and song and symbol 
and ceremony, make it our own. We must feel the lash and feel the hope that defeats its 
pain. We must feel the water at our feet, and the fresh breeze of freedom on our face. 
And as we do, then our hearts will be open to all today who still live in Pharaoh's 
domain, and to all those for whom the Exodus has not yet happened. The greatest gift, 
freedom, was given to us. These miracles were done for us. For us the waters parted. 
Let us merit what has been given us by becoming the agents of freedom for all God’s 
children who dwell in darkness.  
Invisible:  The Story of Modern Slavery Haggadah (Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism) 
 
Today, it is still possible to buy and sell another human being. The price of a slave, 
adjusted for inflation, has actually dropped compared to the time of the American Civil 
War. In our time, human life is cheap. It’s another commodity, to be bought and 
consumed. Like our ancestors in Egypt, every day voices cry out to God for freedom. 
Will we hear them? Will we help them be free? Or will we harden our hearts? - Rabbis 
for Human Rights, Passover and Human Rights. 
 
Make Those Waters Part  
Let us retell the story of our struggle for the promised land Let us remember how 
freedom is won so our children will understand Once we were slaves in Egypt, our 
people and our land were apart. But when Moses stood before that troubled sea, he 
could Make those waters part. Once we were slaves in America, we were given white 
men’s names. They scattered our families, they shattered our lives, while they kept us 
bound in chains. Then we marched strong in Selma, we looked the racists right in the 
heart, and when Martin stood before that troubled sea, he could make those waters 
part. Somewhere tonight lives a free man. Somewhere else freedom’s just a song of the 
heart, We must find the river flowing between them, and we must make those waters 
part. Now we are slaves in our own time. The many at the hands of the few. And we 
who’ve crossed the sea of slavery before, must remember what we must do: In the 
name of the falsely imprisoned, In the name of all the homeless at heart, In the name of 
all the history that binds us, We must make those waters part. Troubled seas rising 
around us. Sometimes the promised land seems hidden from view. So we retell these 
stories, that’s how we start – To make those waters part. - Doug Mishkin 
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Rabbi Eliot J Baskin, DMin, Jewish Family Service of Colorado  
  
Torah Reflections on Pesach 
15-22 Nisan 5774            April 14-22, 2014 
  
I once spent a lovely Shabbat afternoon in a botanical garden watching goldfish swim 
about in the Japanese gardens.  In a large pond fish as big as a muscular forearm 
splashed about happily, while in a small pool the fish were only the size of my thumb 
and index finger.  A gardener walking by stopped to chat with me and he explained that 
goldfish, like potted plants, will grow to inhabit whatever space you offer them.  They 
remain stunted in bowls and tanks, but grow into incredible dimensions when placed in 
spacious ponds. I laughed when I heard this and responded “Just like all of us!” 
            
This teaching from the gardens struck me as the perfect Torah, the perfect spiritual 
instruction, for this time of year.   Passover is a festival which is all about making room 
in our lives for expansion.  We read in the Mishna, the oldest layer of Jewish law (from 
the 1st Century CE): “In every generation one is obligated to see oneself as someone 
one who personally went out from slavery in Egypt.” (Pesachim 10:5)  These words 
were included in the Passover Haggadah and have been repeated by Jews in every 
generation and across the globe, each year at our seders. But what does it mean to feel 
as if we ourselves came out of Egypt? 
            
This text is often understood as a call to remember slavery, but in fact it is asking us to 
identify with leaving slavery.  When we talk about leaving ‘Egypt’ we are not referring to 
a physical location, and certainly not modern-day Egypt. The Hebrew word for Egypt is 
Mitzrayim, a narrow place of contraction and oppression. Leaving Mitzrayim, is creating 
space in our lives to grow. It is the Exodus that happens in our lives when we find the 
room for our souls to expand.  The 18th century Jewish mystic Rabbi Nachman of 
Bretslav says: “The Exodus from Mitzrayim occurs in every human being, in every era, 
in every year and even on every day.” 
            
Sadly, it is probably not too hard for most of us to relate at least in part to the 
experience of being oppressed in Mitzrayim. We know what it means to feel our lives 
compressed. Some of us have survived political or domestic violence, emotional or 
physical trauma, or enforced confinement. And most of us have been squeezed by the 
pressure to conform to external ideals of beauty, to other people's definitions of financial 
success, or by our own lack of self worth.  Our growth has been stunted by living with 
other people's ideas of what we can and should do “at a certain age” or given our 
disabilities. We have felt the contraction of all the obstacles that restrict our lives and 
encourage us to be less fully unique and powerful beings.  
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Every Passover we are reminded that Jewish tradition wants us to see ourselves as 
spiritually free no matter how harshly and unfairly our lives have been circumscribed by 
external circumstances. However, this holiday also teaches us that it is not at all easy to 
see ourselves as free beings – if it were simple to be liberated we would not be 
reminded to relive the Exodus each and every year at this season no matter how young 
or old, wise or innocent we are. 
            
It is hard in the best of times, to feel truly free. And these forces of contraction may feel 
particularly strong when we are struggling under the weight of mental or physical 
illnesses, when we are vulnerable in the hospital, isolated at home, or feeling our 
options contract as we care-give to someone who is ill. We may have recently lost a 
range of movement in our bodies, freedom in how we spend our time, our capacity to 
work or support our families. We may even have lost some of our identity as we are 
increasingly related to as an illness as opposed to as a person.  These contractions in 
our lives are real and extremely painful. And yet in the eyes of Jewish tradition we all 
are liberated from Mitzrayim over and over again, which means that each of us is a 
whole, free person (not an illness, a diagnosis or just a care-giver), even in the most 
challenging moments of our lives. 
            
As the Pesach seder comes to a close we chant Hallel, the group of psalms that are 
sung on major holidays, thanking God for the opportunity that we had to throw off the 
shackles of slavery and to grow as individuals and as a people as liberated beings. We 
sing: “From narrowness I called out to God, and God answered me with expansive 
opening.”  This season, when we call out from our narrow places may we be granted 
expansive opening in wide open ponds. 
 © Bay Area Jewish Healing Center, Rabbi Elliot Kukla 
  This Torah Reflection was written by Rabbi Elliot Kukla of the Bay Area Jewish Healing 
Center. The Torah Reflections series is published by the Bay Area Jewish Healing 
Center, a beneficiary of the Jewish Community Federation of San Francisco, the 
Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties.  More information and healing-oriented 
resources can be found at www.JewishHealingCenter.org. 
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Worship Resource 
A Prayer for Compassion 

 
  
Unitarian Universalist Prayer for Compassion 
 
Creative and Loving Spirit, 
Within the covenant of this community 
May we pursue the highest ends and goals, 
Always seeking to put our compassion into action: 
Compassion for one another when we suffer 
And need caring hands, 
Compassion for ourselves when we need forgiveness 
And when we must seek forgiveness; 
Compassion for our larger world 
And its long histories of misdeeds; 
Compassion for all people, 
That we may see the inherent worth within each person 
we meet and begin to know the many struggles within 
So many communities;  
Compassion for all living creatures 
And all living things, 
That we may learn to care for our planet 
And its sustainability. 
May our covenant of compassion strengthen us 
And set us on the path of Micah, 
Desiring to do justice, to be kind, to seek mercy, 
And to walk humbly within the spirit of all life. AMEN  
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Worship Resources 
Readings 

 
History/ context readings: 
  
W.E.B DuBois  
Moreover, the political status of the Negro in the South is closely connected with the 
question of Negro crime... Here again the hope for the future depended peculiarly on 
careful and delicate dealing with these criminals. Their offences at first were those of 
laziness, carelessness, and impulse, rather than of malignity or ungoverned 
viciousness. Such misdemeanors needed discriminating treatment, firm but reformatory, 
with no hint of injustice, and full proof of guilt. For such dealing with criminals, white or 
black, the South had no machinery, no adequate jails or reformatories; its police system 
was arranged to deal with blacks alone, and tacitly assumed that every white man was 
ipso facto a member of that police. Thus grew up a double system of justice, which 
erred on the white side by undue leniency and the practical immunity of red-handed 
criminals, and erred on the black side by undue severity, injustice, and lack of 
discrimination. For, as I have said, the police system of the South was originally 
designed to keep track of all Negroes, not simply of criminals; and when the Negroes 
were freed and the whole South was convinced of the impossibility of free Negro labor, 
the first and almost universal device was to use the courts as a means of reenslaving 
the blacks. It was not then a question of crime, but rather one of color, that settled a 
man's conviction on almost any charge.  
(The Souls of Black Folks- 1903)  From chapter, “The sons of master and man" 
https://books.google.com/books?id=lTXYAAAAMAAJ&dq=the%20souls%20of%20black
%20folk&pg=PA177#v=onepage&q=negro%20crime&f=false 
 
 
Atlantic Monthly, Whitney Benns 
Reading from the Sept. 21, 2015 magazine Atlantic Monthly.  The writer, Whitney 
Benns, is focusing on a feature film, also produced by Atlantic Monthly on the Angola 
prison in Louisiana:  Benns writes: “Crops stretch to the horizon. Black bodies pepper 
the landscape, hunched over as they work the fields. Officers on horseback, armed, 
oversee the workers. 
To the untrained eye, the scenes in Angola for Life: Rehabilitation and Reform Inside 
the Louisiana State Penitentiary, an Atlantic documentary filmed on an old Southern 
slave-plantation-turned-prison, could have been shot 150 years ago. The imagery 
haunts, and the stench of slavery and racial oppression lingers through the 13 minutes 
of footage. 
The film tells two overlapping stories: One is of accomplishment against incredible odds, 
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of a man who stepped into the most violent maximum-security prison in the nation and 
gave the men there—discarded and damned—what society didn’t: hope, education, and 
a moral compass. Burl Cain, the warden of Angola Prison, which is in Louisiana, has 
created a controversial model for rehabilitation. Through work and religion, they learn to 
help each other, and try to become better fathers to their children on the outside. 
Perhaps the lucky few even find redemption. 
But there is a second storyline running alongside the first, which raises disquieting 
questions about how America treats those on the inside as less than fully human. Those 
troubling opening scenes of the documentary offer visual proof of a truth that America 
has worked hard to ignore: In a sense, slavery never ended at Angola; it was 
reinvented. 
* * * 
Some viewers of the video might be surprised to learn that inmates at Angola, once 
cleared by the prison doctor, can be forced to work under threat of punishment as 
severe as solitary confinement. Legally, this labor may be totally uncompensated; more 
typically inmates are paid meagerly—as little as two cents per hour—for their full-time 
work in the fields, manufacturing warehouses, or kitchens. How is this legal? Didn’t the 
Thirteenth Amendment abolish all forms of slavery and involuntary servitude in this 
country? 
Not quite. In the shining promise of freedom that was the Thirteenth Amendment, a 
sharp exception was carved out. Section 1 of the Amendment provides: “Neither slavery 
nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.” Simply put: Incarcerated persons have no constitutional rights in this arena; 
they can be forced to work as punishment for their crimes. 
Angola’s farm operations and other similar prison industries have ancestral roots in the 
black chattel slavery of the South. Specifically, the proliferation of prison labor camps 
grew during the Reconstruction era following the Civil War, a time when southern states 
established large prisons throughout the region that they quickly filled, primarily with 
black men. Many of these prisons had very recently been slave plantations, Angola and 
Mississippi State Penitentiary (known as Parchman Farm) among them. Other prisons 
began convict-leasing programs, where, for a leasing fee, the state would lease out the 
labor of incarcerated workers as hired work crews. Convict leasing was cheaper than 
slavery, since farm owners and companies did not have to worry at all about the health 
of their workers. 
In this new era of prison industry, the criminal “justice” system, the state determined the 
size of the worker pool. Scores of recently freed slaves and their descendants now 
labored to generate revenue for the state under a Jim Crow regime. 
* * * 
More than a century later, our prison labor system has only grown. We now incarcerate 
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more than 2.2 million people, with the largest prison population in the world, and the 
second highest incarceration rate per capita. Our prison populations remain racially 
skewed. With few exceptions, inmates are required to work if cleared by medical 
professionals at the prison. Punishments for refusing to do so include solitary 
confinement, loss of earned good time, and revocation of family visitation. For this 
forced labor, prisoners earn pennies per hour, if anything at all. 
Angola is not the exception; it is the rule. 
Over the decades, prison labor has expanded in scope and reach. Incarcerated 
workers, laboring within in-house operations or through convict-leasing partnerships 
with for-profit businesses, have been involved with mining, agriculture, and all manner 
of manufacturing from making military weapons to sewing garments for Victoria’s 
Secret. Prison programs extend into the services sector; some incarcerated workers 
staff call centers.” 
* * * 
Benns, after including the many reasons why prison labor may be good for some 
inmates with the caveat that many also are among the mentally ill, concludes: “As the 
camera zooms out and pans over fields of black bodies bent in work and surveyed by a 
guard, the picture that emerges is one of slavery. It is one of a “justice” system riddled 
with racial oppression. It is one of private business taking advantage of these 
disenfranchised, vulnerable workers. It is one of an entire caste of men relegated, as 
they have long been relegated, to labor for free, condemned to sow in perpetuity so that 
others might reap.” 
(Atlantic Monthly, Sep 21, 2015, Whitney Benns)  



www.abolishslaveryco.org  14 
  

Congregational Resource 
Testimony of Lee McNeil 

 
Abolish Slavery Colorado! 
YES on Amendment A 
  
My name is Lee McNeil, a member of Shorter Community AME Church, and Co-Chair 
to the Abolish Slavery Colorado Steering Committee. 
  
I am most passionate about removing Slavery from the Constitution because…. 
  
I am the Great granddaughter of a slave.  My maternal grandfather was the son of a 
slave, which places me very close in the line to Slavery.  As I reflect on some of stories 
told, I am reminded of the cruelty, pain, and suffering that many families witnessed. 
  
The Colorado Constitution, TODAY, includes Antiquated and Hurtful language that 
allows “Slavery.” This is not a Colorado value.  Morally, we all deserve to have dignity, 
freedom & equality assured each of us.  Our Colorado communities, families, schools 
and places of worship must be able to focus on healing.  Our State Constitution is the 
moral and legal foundation to our state and it should reflect our deepest beliefs. 
It is important to remove this language that allows “Slavery” so that it reflects every 
one’s inherent human dignity. As a person of faith, I believe that removing this language 
can be just another step in moving forward with a process of healing among our families 
and ending racial division. 
 
My Mother who is 105 years-old and is still living, would be very proud and happy if the 
language “of Slavery” were removed from the Colorado Constitution.  She will be voting 
YES on A in November. 
  
I urge each of you …………. 
Tell your Brother, Tell your Sister, Tell your Friends and Neighbors,…… 
Let US ALL VOTE “YES” on A – Abolish Slavery Colorado! 
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Action Resource 
Draft Bulletin Announcement 

  
Abolish Slavery Colorado!   
Vote Yes on Amendment A 

 
During the election this November you will notice a ballot measure in the Blue Book 
called “Prohibit Slavery and Involuntary Servitude In All Circumstances.”  It will appear 
as Amendment A.   
 
Amendment A:  Prohibit Slavery and Involuntary Servitude in All Circumstances 
 
Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution prohibiting slavery and 
involuntary servitude in all circumstances by repealing an exception that allows slavery 
or involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime? 
 
As your minister/rabbi, I/we urge you to vote YES on this measure. 
  
We know that slavery is not a Colorado value. But for more than a century our state 
constitution has preserved the right of the state to enslave people as punishment for a 
crime. Our state constitution is not a symbolic doucment, it is a living document that is 
the basis for all of our laws. The language that remains in our constitution permitting 
slavery is immoral and we must remove it. 
 
This is not a partisan issue, this is a moral issue. 100% of our legislators in the Colorado 
House and Senate voted twice now to put this amendment on the ballot to abolish 
slavery in Colorado. It is time for us to complete this task. 
 
Abolishing slavery in Colorado will not change, eliminate, or affect work programs or 
community service programs in jails or prisons in Colorado. And it will not impact any of 
our state laws. Removing slavery from our constitution simply guarantees that we will 
never have slavery in Colorado, ever. 
 
As people of faith, and as people who love freedom, we are called to ensure this 
freedom for all by abolishing slavery in this state.  
 
Again, I urge you to join me, so collectively we may abolish slavery in Colorado. 
 
Yours in faith, 
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__________________ 
  
 
For more information, see this link: 
https://abolishslaveryco.org/ 
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Educational Press Release 
August 29, 2018 
Contacts with Abolish Slavery Colorado Campaign: 
Kamau Allen, kamau@togetherco.org 

Jumoke Emery, emery.jumoke@gmail.com 

Jann Halloran, minister@prairieuu.org 
Lee McNeil, leeomcneil@msn.com 

Kym Ray, shikima.ray@gmail.com 
 
 

Amendment A, Abolish Slavery Colorado! Campaign Launch 
 

About 150 people gathered Tuesday, August 28, at the foot of the Martin Luther King Jr. statue 
in City Park in Denver to ask Coloradans to take the exception to slavery out of our state 
Constitution, which now reads: There shall never be in this state either slavery or involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment for crime. 
 
Colorado’s Constitution reflects the wording of the U.S. 13th Amendment, which most of us 
were taught in school ended slavery, speakers at the rally said.  Amendment A would abolish this 
exception to slavery once and for all, making our state Constitution reflect our deepest values. 
The rally urged Coloradans to lead the way in removing this language nationwide. 
 
Speakers included state Reps. Jovan Melton, Joe Salazar and Leslie Herod, who sponsored the 
legislation to place Amendment A on the ballot. This is the second time that the Colorado 
Legislature unanimously voted to place this measure on the ballot.  A similar measure, 
Amendment T, narrowly failed in 2016. 
 
Jumoke Emery, who originated the idea to take the exception to slavery out of the Colorado 
Constitution in 2015 when he was an organizer with Together Colorado, told the crowd that he 
was wrongfully arrested a few years ago at gunpoint outside his office.  He spent the weekend 
and several days in jail sometimes with shackled hands and feet unable to tell his family where 
he was.  “I realized then in some small way what it must have felt like to be a slave. And I 
realized that this story was not about me, but about slavery and the many who have been arrested 
and treated like slaves after we have told ourselves hundreds of times that this could never 
happen again.” 
 
Emery pointed out that the date of the launch, August 28, is a powerful time in black history, 
including the date of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech 
during the March on Washington in 1963.  August 28, 1955 also is the date of the death by 
lynching of 14-year-old Emmett Till in Mississippi. This week also is the anniversary of 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. 
 
Lee McNeil, a member of Shorter Community AME Church in Denver and a board member of 
Together Colorado, also spoke about what it is like to be the great granddaughter of slaves. “The 
Colorado Constitution, today, includes ancient, painful, and immoral language that allows for 
‘Slavery and Involuntary Servitude,’” said McNeil. “You see, I am the great granddaughter of a 
slave.  My maternal great grandmother and great grandfather both came out of slavery, which 
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places me very close to slavery…very close to the pain.  As I reflect on the stories, the history of 
slavery, I am reminded of the cruelty, pain, the inhumane treatment of many and the suffering 
that many families lived through and witnessed and continue living through today.” Passage of 
Amendment A will bring healing to many families and healing for the legacy of slavery, McNeil 
said. 
 
Pastor Caitlin Trussell of Augustana Lutheran Church of Denver spoke to the pain of being on 
the other side of slavery’s history.  “My triple-great grandfather justified chattel slavery as a 
gentleman and a Christian, owning 300 slaves in South Carolina. He cozied up to something we 
clearly know was wrong. He had people around him at the time who knew it was wrong. We’ve 
grown similarly cozy with the vestiges of chattel slavery including justifying constitutional 
slavery in our guiding document.  It’s way past time to abolish it completely,” Trussell said.   
 

Rep. Leslie Herod said the decision this November election is simple, “You are either for slavery 
or you are against it, period.” 

Other speakers included: Rev. Tammy Garrett-Williams, NAACP State Secretary; Rev. Tawana 
Davis of Soul to Soul; and Nathan Woodliff-Stanley, executive director, of the Colorado ACLU.  

In a related statement released at the launch, 23 Unitarian Universalist ministers also urged 
Coloradans to vote Yes on A. 

That statement reads: 

Colorado Unitarian Universalist Ministers Urge "Yes On A"  
“Unitarian Universalist ministers have freedom of the pulpit. Using that freedom, the UU 
ministers of the State of Colorado have made a unanimous statement on Amendment A.  (see 
signatures below)  
 
Yes on A 
 
During the election this November you will notice a ballot measure called Amendment A:  Shall 
there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution prohibiting slavery and involuntary 
servitude in all circumstances by repealing an exception that allows slavery or involuntary 
servitude as punishment for a crime? 
 
As the Unitarian Universalist ministers in Colorado, we urge you to vote YES on this measure.  
 
We know that slavery is not a Colorado value. But for more than a century our state constitution 
has preserved the right of the state to enslave people as punishment for a crime. This archaic and 
hurtful language must be removed.  
 
You may be asking yourself, what impact might this have on people who are currently 
incarcerated?  The measure will not end prison terms as punishment for crimes committed in our 
state, but it will help us move forward the conversation about what justice truly looks like in our 
communities. There are many conversations to be had about what justice looks like, but we 
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believe that we can all agree, that no matter what conclusion we come to about the appropriate 
measures to address crimes, our response should never include slavery.  
 
We belong to a long line of Unitarian and Universalist abolitionists who fought to end slavery in 
this country almost two centuries ago.  Today, with their courageous love to guide us, we 
continue this work to put an end to all remaining legal language that allows for the enslavement 
of people.  
 
We believe that by changing the way we talk about what prison is, and why people are there, we 
can begin to change the conversations and outcomes and move toward right relationship in our 
communities.  
 
The measure would amend Section 26 of Article II of the Colorado Constitution. The following 
struck-through text would be deleted- 
Amending Section 26 of Article II 
Section 26. Slavery prohibited.  
There shall never be in this state either slavery or involuntary servitude except as a punishment 
for crime, whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 
 
For more information, see these links:  
 
abolishslaveryco.org 
ballotpedia.org/Colorado_Amendment_A,_Removal_of_Exception_to_Slavery_Prohibition_for_
Criminals_Amendment_(2018) 
 
leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_afinal.pdf 
 
Yours in faith, 
 
Rev. Keith Arnold, Jefferson Unitarian Church 
Rev. Eric Banner, Jefferson Unitarian Church 
Rev. Kelly Dignan, Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder 
Rev. Lydia Ferrante-Roseberry, Boulder Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Rev. Shawna Foster, Two Rivers Unitarian Universalist 
Rev. Gretchen Haley, Foothills Unitarian Church 
Rev. Jann Halloran, Prairie Unitarian Universalist Church 
Rev. Wendy Jones, Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Grand Valley 
Rev. Katie Kandarian, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Durango 
Rev. Laurel Liefert, Namaqua Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
Rev. Dana Lightsey,  Assistant Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder 
Rev Julia McKay, Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church 
Rev. Mike Morran, First Unitarian Society of Denver 
Rev. Sean Neil-Barron, Assistant Minister, Foothills Unitarian Church 
Rev. Aaron Norris, Unitarian Universalist Church of Greeley 
Rev. Ruth Rinehart, JUUST Living 
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Rev. Nori Rost, All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church 
Rev. Jeannie Shero, First Universalist Church of Denver 
Rev. Dylan Doyle-Burke, Assistant Minister, First Universalist Church of Denver  
Rev. Wendy Williams, Jefferson Unitarian Church 
Rev. Dr. Amy Rowland, Affiliated Minister, Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder 
Rev. Nadine Swahnberg, Affiliated Minister, Jefferson Unitarian Church 
Rev. Nathan Woodliff-Stanley, Affiliated Minister, First Unitarian Society of Denver 
 
 
 
Talking Points for Amendment A: 
 
From the Abolish Slavery Colorado! Coalition: 
  
1. The Constitution is not a symbolic document. It is the moral and legal foundation of 
our state. 
2. Freedom is a fundamental value that everyone in Colorado holds, abolishing slavery 
in our Constitution is the most freedom-loving thing we can do as a state. 
3. We Coloradans have the opportunity to be the 1st state in our nation to remove this 
deeply offensive language from our Constitution. 
4. 100% of the Colorado State Legislature voted to place this on the ballot, twice. 
 
 
 

For more information, please visit: abolishslaveryco.org 


