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2021 Housing Legislation
Like air to breathe and food to eat, safe shelter is a basic human need. Everyone should have a
safe, stable place to call home regardless of what we look like or how much money we have.
But today, this most basic of human needs — shelter — is put out of our reach by a system that repeatedly
rewards the wealthiest corporations at the expense of ordinary people like you and me. A handful of
eviction attorneys and corporate landlords are contributing to legislative campaigns to buy themselves
protections while repeatedly increasing rents, evicting families, and giving all landlords a bad name. We
are 41st in the nation for renters’ rights.
We must come together to rewrite laws to protect us, keep a roof over our heads, and create an
environment where our rent is reasonable and housing options are plentiful. We make the way for
a better future. Keeping people housed is what is most important during the pandemic and
beyond.
SB21-173: Rights In Residential Lease Agreements
Sen. Gonzales, Sen. Moreno, Rep. Gonzales-Gutierrez, Rep. Caraveo
Establish a percentage and dollar amount that can be charged for unpaid rent
Establish a set number of days for a grace period before a late fee can be
charged
Require late fees to be documented in a lease agreement
Prohibit a tenant from being evicted solely for unpaid late fees
Provide renters more time to come up with their back rent and avoid eviction
Ban lease clauses that provide financial incentives to landlords who evict
Eliminate bond requirements so Colorado renters are not priced out of court
Establish a financial penalty for landlords who illegally lock out their tenants
HB21-1117: Local Government Authority Promote Affordable Housing Units
Rep. Gonzales-Gutierrez, Rep. Lontine, Sen. Gonzales, Sen. Robert Rodriguez
A lawsuit ruling prohibits local municipalities from designating affordable
housing build outs. In addition, there is a statutory ban that prohibits this.
The Colorado General Assembly should allow local governments to create local
solutions to their own housing needs such as requiring that a certain number or
percentage of new housing units meet certain affordability requirements.
Eviction Legal Defense Fund (not a bill but a Joint Budget Committee line item):
Low-income tenants who are facing an eviction are typically unable to access legal assistance. For tenants who
represent themselves in court, navigating the complex legal system of landlord-tenant laws can prove to be an
impossible task. This major shortcoming in our legal process contributes to cycles of poverty throughout the state
of Colorado.
The Colorado General Assembly must ensure that General Fund dollars for the Eviction Legal Defense Fund are
maintained at current levels or even increased to assist tenants as they recover from the pandemic and beyond.
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