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COLORADO

MEMBER OF FAITH IN ACTION

May 12, 2021
Dear Honorable Members of the Colorado State Legislature,

Together Colorado is a nonpartisan, multi-racial and multi-faith statewide organization working to place
human dignity at the center of public life in Colorado. We are writing this letter to express our
unequivocal support for HB21-1311, Income Tax, and HB21-1312, Insurance Premium Property
Sales Severance Tax.

No matter what we look like or where we come from, most of us work hard for our families. But today,
Colorado's tax code is written in a way that prioritizes a handful of large corporations and the
ultra-wealthy at the expense of all Coloradans. Our out-dated tax code is home to countless loopholes
and benefits for large corporations, leaving our communities inadequately resourced and underfunded.

As clergy and faith leaders from across the state, we see firsthand how this pandemic has further
deepened inequality. While those at the top recover more quickly, too many people who are not paid
enough to thrive — a disproportionate number of whom are Black and Brown — have struggled to pay
their rent, feed their families, and cover child care costs. Additionally, small businesses have been
devastated by the pandemic. This legislative session, you have the opportunity to make policy choices
that help everyday Coloradans have the resources they need to live healthy, fulfilled lives.

We urge our Colorado Legislature to expand the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit
(CTC) and support small businesses by closing wasteful tax loopholes that benefit only the ultra-wealthy
and large corporations. HB21-1311 will expand tax credits for working families, putting money back
into the pockets of those who need it most. HB21-1312 will clean up Colorado's tax code by
closing loopholes and supporting small businesses.

Working-family tax credits have a deep and proven track record of benefits for those who claim them. The
EITC and CTC help lift millions of families across the country, and tens of thousands of Coloradans, out of
poverty every year. These credits boost incomes for families and are proven to help kids do better in
school, lead healthier lives, and even have a more secure future when they reach adulthood. This
legislation will also support small businesses which keep our local economies healthy and provide
character and vibrancy to our communities. These bills are an investment in the future of Colorado.

As people of faith, we urge our elected officials to prioritize the wellbeing of all Coloradans. This pandemic
has been hard on everyone, but today we have an unprecedented opportunity to re-write the rules for a
better Colorado where all children and families have the resources needed to thrive, no exceptions.

Thank you for your public service and leadership.

Signed by 157 Colorado clergy and faith leaders below.



Note: Congregation/Denomination/Ministry listed for identification purposes only

Rev. Jessica Abell
Living Water Community
Denver

Rev. Nathan Adams
Park Hill United Methodist Church

Denver

Fr. Stephen Adams

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Parish

Loveland

Janet Altmann

Native American Spirituality
White Mountain Warrior Lodge
Fort Carson

Msgr. Robert Amundsen
Roman Catholic
Denver

Rev. Janel Apps Ramsey
Progressive Christian
Westminster

Rev. Megan Armstrong
Arvada United Methodist Church
Arvada

Reverend Adam Bailon
All Souls Church of Boulder
Boulder

Rev. Eric Banner
Jefferson Unitarian Church
Golden

Dr. Joe Barrera
Catholic
Colorado Springs

Rabbi Eliot Baskin
Reform Jewish
Greenwood Village

Elaine Benevenuto
Sacred Heart of Jesus
Boulder

Rev. Bonita Bock
Lutheran-ELCA
Denver

Susan Bolduc
Lutheran-ELCA

Colorado Springs

Rabbi Deborah Bronstein

Reform Jewish, Congregation Har HaShem

Boulder

Louise Burg
First Unitarian Society
Pueblo

Rev. Bill Calhoun
Presbyterian Church USA
Denver

Pastor Paul Carlson
Lutheran-ELCA
Denver

Rev. Valerie Carlson
American Lutheran Church
Grand Junction

Rev. Dr. Neema Caughran
Center for Inner Peace
Pueblo

Rev. Shaye Champ-Correll
Christian Church Disciples of Christ
Lafayette

The Reverend James Chapman
United Church of Christ
Colorado Springs



Fr. Elbert Chilson
St. Stephen Catholic Church
Glenwood Springs

Pastor Reg Cox
Lakewood Church of Christianity
Lakewood

Sister. Nancy Crafton S.C.
Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, Ohio
Pueblo

Rev. lan Cummins
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church
Denver

Elder Norm Davey
The Way Church
Centennial

Rev. Rebecca David Hensley
United Methodist
Lakewood

Rev. Jennie Dawe, retired
United Methodist Church
Centennial

Mary Derbort
St. Michael Catholic Church
Caion City

Michele Deslauriers

Alliance to Combat Human Trafficking/
Pueblo Catholic Charities

Pueblo

Dr. David Dethmers
United Church of Christ
Grand Junction

Rev. Jerry Jyoti DeVernie
Center for Spiritual Living
Grand Junction

Rev. Kelly Dignan
Unitarian Universalist
Denver

Marrton Dormish

Minister of Community Engagement
The Refuge

Broomfield

Rev. Amelia Dress
United Church of Christ
Erie

Rev. Wesley Dunbar
St. John’s Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Thornton

Pastor Emily Easton, retired
Rocky Mountain United Methodist Church
Pueblo

Parabbi Dave Edwards
Congregation Ohr Shalom
Grand Junction

Thomas English
University Park United Methodist Church
Denver

Pastor Kathy Escobar
The Refuge
Broomfield

Rev. Lydia Ferrante-Roseberry
Boulder Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Lafayette

Rabbi Brian Field
Judaism Your Way
Denver

Sr. Maureen Fielder
Loretto Community
Denver

Raymond Finney
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Parish
Pagosa Springs

Maureen Flanigan
Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church
Littleton



Dr. Jacque Franklin
First Congregational UCC
Colorado Springs

Rev. Sheri Fry
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
Northglenn

Sister Margaret Elizabeth Fuhr
Catholic Sisters of St. Francis
Denver

Fr. Cyrus Gallagher
Catholic
Colorado Springs

Rabbi SB Gershuny
Jewish Renewal
Boulder

Rabbi Bernard Gerson
Jewish
Denver

Rev. Steve Goering
Mennonite Church
Fort Collins

Kristina Gurdikian
Resilience Church
Lakewood

Reverend Emily Hagan
Lafayette United Methodist Church
Lafayette

Senior Minister Gretchen Haley
Foothills Unitarian Church
Fort Collins

Dr. Christie Hanzlik, CS
Chrsitian Science
Boulder

Rabbi Kim Harris
B’nai Chaim
Morrison

Rev. Amanda Henderson
Iliff School of Theology
Littleton

Rev. John Mark Hild
Christ Congregational United Church of Christ
Pueblo

Rev. Masando Hiraoka
Mile Hi Church
Lakewood

Rev. Ted Howard
St. John’s Episcopal Church
Boulder

Rev. Karen Howe
United Church of Christ
Boulder

Pastor Charles H. Hubbard
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Loveland

Dr. Charissa Hunter-Crump
Cairn Christian Church
Lafayette

Rev. Patrick Hurley
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Pueblo

Judy Huston
Boulder Friends Meeting (Quaker)
Boulder

Spiritual Director Ellen Ireland
Koinonia Community of Meaning
Grand Junction

Dr. Jeff Johnsen
Mile High Ministries
Denver

Rev. Wendy Jones

Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of the Grand Valley

Grand Junction



Rabbi Hillel Katzir
Jewish Action Network of Northern Colorado
Fort Collins

Rev. Marla Kauerz, retired
United Methodist Church
Centennial

Susan Kenney
Catholic
Wheat Ridge

Pastor Robert Kippley, retired
Lutheran ELCA
Canon City

Br. Daniel Klawitter
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Denver

Sister Anna Koop
Loretto Community
Denver

Rev. Paul Kottke
United Methodist
Denver

Rev. Angela Kotzmoyer
United Methodist
Golden

Pastor Nicole Lamarche
United Church of Christ
Boulder

Rev. Christopher Lamb
Foothills Unitarian Church
Fort Collins

Rev. Alena Lamirato
ELCA-Lutheran
Elizabeth

Rev. Mollie Landers Hatt
Lakewood United Church of Christ
Lakewood

Rev. Bradley Laurvick
Highlands United Methodist Church
Denver

Rev. Wayne A Laws
Mountain View United Church
Aurora

Rev. Marnie Leinberger
Milagro Christian Church
Pueblo

Reverend Laurel Liefert
Namaqua Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Loveland

Reverend Dana Lightsey
Unitarian Universalist Church of Boulder
Boulder

Dr. Elizabeth Lindquist
First Lutheran Church
Colorado Springs

Rev. Stephanie Lord
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church, ELCA
Louisville

Deacon Judy Lounsberry
Lutheran-ELCA
Littleton

Sister Patricia McComick
Loretto Community
Denver

The Rev. Frances McWilliams
St. John the Baptist Episocopal Church
Breckenridge

Rev. Mark Meeks
Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church
Denver

Rev. Sally Megeath
Episcoopal Diocese
Denver



Rev. Marcia Meier
Henderson Community Church
Henderson

Executive Director Adrian Miller
Colorado Council of Churches
Denver

Dr. Edward Mooney
ELCA-Lutheran

New Castle

Lisa Moore

Boulder Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship

Lafayette

Reverend Amy Morgan

First United Presbyterian Church of Loveland

Loveland

Rev. Mike Morran
First Unitarian Church of Denver
Denver

Rev. Brian Morrow
Catholic
Aurora

Rev. Michael Mortvedt
ELCA Intentional Interim Pastor
Aurora

Sr. Maria Munoz, CHM
Congregation of Humility of Mary
Westminster

Doug Nelson

Earth and Social Justice Pastor
The Refuge

Broomfield

Rev. Dr. Eric Nelson
Heritage Christian Center
Aurora

Rev. Jeff Neuman-Lee, retired
Church of the Brethren
Denver

Dr. H. Malcolm Newton
Denver Institute of Urban Studies
Denver

Rev. Bich Thy Nguyen

Mountain Sky Conference-United Methodist Church

Denver

Rev. Dave Nii
Community of Christ
Centennial

Kinna Nordstrom
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Aurora

Rev. Kevin Olsen
United Church of Christ
Colorado City

Rev. Susan Otey
United Methodist
Golden

Sr. Lydia Pefia
Catholic Sister of Loretto
Denver

Rabbi Iah Pillsbury
Temple Beit Torah
Colorado Springs

Rusty Plowman, Interfaith Specialist
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

Thornton

Rev. Rebecca Kemper Poos

Congregational United Church of Christ

Buena Vista

Apostle Lawrence Powell
Soul Care Full Gospel Center
Aurora

Apostle Sandra Powell
Soul Care Full Gospel Center
Aurora



Rev. Curtis Preston
Lakewood United Church of Christ
Lakewood

Rev. Stephanie Price
The Land
Centennial

Reverend Elizabeth Reinking
Epiphany Lutheran Church
Denver

Rev. Dr. Vernon Rempel
Mennonite
Littleton

Lisa Reynolds
Loretto Community
Denver

Outreach Director Ihsan Riahi
Denver North Islamic Center
Northglenn

Rev. Dr. Anne Rice-Jones
Rose of Sharon Tabernacle
Lakewood

Rev. Ruth Rinehart
Jefferson Unitarian Church
Golden

Rabbi Charna Rosenholtz
Jewish Renewal
Boulder

Rev. Dr. Nori Rost
All Souls Unitarian Universalist Church
Colorado Springs

Rev. Anna Scott
Center for Spiritual Living
Grand Junction

Rev. Blaine Scott
United Methodist
Grand Junction

Marissa Seuc-Hester
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church
Lafayette

The Rev. Jennifer Shadle
St. Peter the Apostle Episcopal
Pueblo

Reverend Jeannie Shero
Columbine Unitarian Universalist Church
Littleton

Rev. Pedro Silva
United Church of Christ
Boulder

Rev. Randall Spaulding
Boulder Mennonite Church
Boulder

Rev. Liliana Stahlberg
Glory of God Lutheran Church
Wheat Ridge

Rev. Val Stepien
Interfaith Minister
LaVeta

Marilyn Stranske
St.John’s Episcopal Cathedral
Denver

The Rev. Dr. Laura Sugg
Wheat Ridge Presbyterian Church
Wheat Ridge

Rev. Nadine Swahnberg
Jefferson Unitarian Church
Golden

Rev. Bethany Thomas
Calvary Church
Golden

Dr. Tom Trinidad
Faith Presbyterian Church
Colorado Springs



Pastor Caitlin Trussell
Augustana Lutheran Church, ELCA
Denver

Rev. Dr. Timothy Tyler
Shorter Community AME Church
Denver

Rev. Jeni Umble
Living Light of Peace/Mennonite
Arvada

Reverend Jack Veatch
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Littleton

Rev. Melinda Veatch
First Presbyterian Church
Glenwood Springs

Marie Venner
Most Precious Blood Catholic Church
Denver

Rev. Gary Weaver
First Presbyterian Church-Pueblo
Pueblo West

Reverend Lola West
United Methodist
Pueblo

Rev. Dr. Louise Westfall
Central Presbyterian Church
Denver

Pastor Mary Williams
First Congregational Church UCC
Pueblo

Rev. Wendy Williams
Jefferson Unitarian Church
Golden

Rev. Karen Winkel
Community Spirit Church (UCC)
Montrose

Pastor Sara Wirth
Lutheran ELCA
Arvada

Judy Wrought
Presbyterian Church USA
Loveland

Rev. Claire Zilm
United Methodist Church
Pueblo



