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Quotes:

The Hope of Regenerative Agriculture
We are at the most critical moment in the history of our species. Climate change is a
monumental opportunity to change course and move into a future that embraces life,
a future bent on encouraging health, a future where clean air and clean water is available to
all. In so many ways, a fundamental restructuring of how we cultivate our food is at the
heart of this shift. Regenerative organic agriculture is our best hope for creating a future we
all want to live in, and a future our children will be happy to inherit.
Fighting Back by Capturing Carbon
Regenerative organic agriculture refers to working with nature to utilize photosynthesis
and healthy soil microbiology to draw down greenhouse gases. With the use of cover crops,
compost, crop rotation and reduced tillage, we can actually sequester more carbon than is
currently emitted, tipping the needle past 100% to reverse climate change.
--Mark Smallwood, Rodale Institute
Helping Nature Heal
Holistic Management is now successfully practiced on more than 40 million acres around
the world, growing rapidly because it works. Reestablishing the symbiotic balance
between plant growth and herd animals is helping land managers remediate barren land
back to thriving grasslands. It is increasing crop yields and ensuring food security for
millions of people.
-- A Finer Future
Creating Boundaries to Help River Stewardship
"Tagal is a traditional fisheries management practice in [the Malaysian state of] Sabah, in
which communities swear oaths to nurture wild fisheries until they teem with river carp,
and then open them, by agreement, for communal consumption at special times. During
COVID-19 the power of tagal has therefore also become a key topic: how communities who
have reinvigorated their culture of river stewardship have been able to access their own
protein resources in their places."
— Cynthia Ong & Kenneth Wilson of Forever Sabah in Sabah, Malaysia.

The Link Between Religion and Sustainability
“Religious practices and spiritual expressions align with many important topics of
environmental ethics, including the value of the natural world; the need to stay within the
planetary boundaries; the continuity between human and nonhuman forms of life; the
moral significance of all living beings in the eyes of God and/or in the cosmic order; the
ritual dependence of human life on the natural world; and the principles of justice and
other moral norms that reflect our responsibility to live in balance with nature.”
“Linking religion and culture through environmental sustainability can significantly address
climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution, desertification and unsustainable land and
water use, by fostering a fundamental change in attitude among people, through their own
institutions and communities, and through cooperation with other cultures, including
indigenous cultures whose traditional practices already embed such a relationship.”
— UN Environment Programme

Guidance From Tradition:
Animism, Indigenous Culture, and Connection:
The word animism refers to something so commonplace, so taken for granted in
Indigenous cultures, that most don’t even have a word for it—it is the foundational belief
that spirit and matter are one. That all things are imbued with a soul; not just humans and
animals, but mountains, thunder, shadows, and even the wind. If we learn to listen to and
engage in a dialogue with that diversity of voices, we begin to see how there is a
constant dynamism taking place between waking and dreaming, seen and unseen,
mundane and holy. Like a tree whose roots are hidden in the rich darkness of the soil,
human beings are meant to take our cues from the inner life—not the other way
around. Following on this idea that there is a symmetry between the inner and outer life,
we might begin to see our global crisis as a collective initiation which each of us must,
reluctantly, go through alone. … We must reconstitute the world through our many small
contributions, collaborations, and togetherness. As we work to protect the last stands of
wilderness around and within us, creating beauty from loss and heartbreak, we will meet each
other: those with no extraordinary power but the devotion to do what we know we must
do—and look after each other.
-- Toko-Pa, (https://toko-pa.com/2020/06/30/belonging-as-an-ecosystem/?fbclid=IwAR0zQOd
1RsFAdYY69hPrYbwnGSuP1vVBs_Mm9Gns_MoBYjWaDBA2bGy6yS0)

Prayer:
Bring healing to our lives
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty,
not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
--Excerpt from Opening Prayer for CCH Green Team at Loyola

Hard Truth:
Across the farmlands of the US and the world, climate change overshadows an ecological
and cultural crisis of unequaled scale: soil erosion, loss of wild biodiversity, poisoned land
and water, salinization, expanding dead zones, and the demise of rural communities. The
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MEA) concludes that agriculture is the “largest threat
to biodiversity and ecosystem function of any single human activity.” (Wes Jackson, Land
Institute)

Climate History:
The UN estimates that in the past two centuries, humans have converted 70% of the world’s
grasslands, 50% of the savannah, 45% of the temperate deciduous forest and 27% of the
tropical forest biome to farms and pastures.

Actions:
●

Do you have an interest in fighting climate change? Do you have expertise in
something related to climate change and the environment? Are you an armchair
scientist, eco-theologian, or researcher? We would love to collaborate with you.
Please take a couple of minutes to fill out this survey letting us know how you can
help. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx8QqMVY-Ol83yx9ivy
fsPWhil6q-JS8t97jP2P20PbyAXug/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

●

Zero Foodprint (ZFP) food businesses and their customers help farmers turn bad
carbon into good carbon. Carbon farming (also called regenerative farming) restores
soil biology, which naturally pulls tons of carbon (literally) out of the atmosphere,
brings soil back to life, and replenishes nutrients.
ZFP restaurants and other food businesses add a few cents per meal to help farmers
implement carbon farming projects through grants from our Restore programs.
Find (and support) participating food businesses in Colorado:
https://www.zerofoodprint.org/find-zfp.

●

Do you Like to Write? Here is an opportunity to submit an essay.
https://institute.dmns.org/perspectives/posts/2021-call-for-submissions-equity-climat
e-change/

Weblinks:
Other Organizations: Center for Earth Ethics - https://centerforearthethics.org/
Sikhs On Climate: https://ecosikh.org/sikh-statement-on-wildlife/
Throughline Podcast - The Litter Myth:
https://www.npr.org/2019/09/04/757539617/the-litter-myth

The Earth’s Axis is Shifting Due to Climate Change:

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/23/climate-crisis-has-shifted-the-earths-axis-stu
dy-shows

Climate Tipping Points Could Topple Like Dominoes:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/03/climate-tipping-points-could-toppl
e-like-dominoes-warn-scientists
“The new research examined the interactions between ice sheets in West Antarctica,
Greenland, the warm Atlantic Gulf Stream and the Amazon rainforest. The scientists carried
out 3m computer simulations and found domino effects in a third of them, even when
temperature rises were below 2C, the upper limit of the Paris agreement.
The study showed that the interactions between these climate systems can lower the
critical temperature thresholds at which each tipping point is passed. It found that ice
sheets are potential starting points for tipping cascades, with the Atlantic currents acting
as a transmitter and eventually affecting the Amazon.”

Rising Seas May Mean Sea Walls:
https://www.yahoo.com/news/20-foot-sea-wall-miami-120248771.html

Running Out of Time:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/11/antonio-guterres-interview-climate-crisis-pan
demic-g7?fbclid=IwAR2EzyIABPtPclK_Ixc2hUF5GVZqz_PmWLZbfiube7ptjzKd52zClHBT4Yw

Climate Knowledge Key:
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

Legislation Updates:
●

HB21-1266 Env Justice/Disproportionate Impacted (DI) Community bill Amendments
watered this down. Identifies clear goals for a task force with the idea that
recommendations of that will become implementing legislation in 2023. Defines
Directly Impacted communities in statute and establishes minimum best practices
for outreach and engagement. PASSED
○ SB21-200 Reduce Greenhouse Gases & Increase Environmental Justice
FAILED some helpful but less consequential elements retained in HB21-1266

●

HB21-1189 Regulate Air Toxics from 4 facilities that each of which produce nearly 1M
tons/yr of pollution—specifically hydrogen cyanide, hydrogen sulfide, and benzene.
Requires updated emission thresholds, reporting and public notification when leaks
occur, and corrective action within 15 days. Sets a precedent for continuous air
quality monitoring that might be extended to others. PASSED

●

SB21-087 Agricultural Workers Rights. Addresses health and safety; right to organize,
protection for concerted action, retaliation prohibition; right to access advocates and
service providers; housing safety; fair pay and minimum wage; and rest breaks and
extreme overwork protections. PASSED

●

HB21-1162 Management Of Plastic Products Single-use Plastic Ban. PASSED

●

HB21-1181 Agricultural Soil Health Program Bill Revised positions on a State Soil
Health Advisory Committee and giving the State Advisory Committee the power to
approve or reject grants, but the authority to delegate that review authority back to
Ag Dept, weakening experimental flexibility and potential of the bill, but still good.
PASSED

●

HB21-1269 Community Choice Energy - Proposes a feasibility study for Colorado to
“identify best practices and recommend legislative changes that would allow CCE to
function in Colorado if adopted,” so an alternative to monopoly existed for electricity
generation. If favorable, CCE-enabling legislation could run in 2023 and first cities
proceed in 2025. PASSED.
If you have questions about the resource sheet please contact
Janel Apps Ramsey at janel@brewtheology.org

