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Quotes:

Loving the Earth
“Knowing that you love the earth changes you, activates you to defend and protect and
celebrate. But when you feel that the earth loves you in return, that feeling transforms the
relationship from a one-way street into a sacred bond.”
― Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom

Land and Spirituality
“Spirit” and “spirituality” are words that have sometimes drawn us away from, or
stand in opposition to, “Matter” and “material needs”, as expressed in religious (often
“Christian”) sentiments. However, when we immerse ourselves in our “place”—the material
and geographical, as well as cultural and social location in which we live our lives as human
beings—we start to recognize that the S/spirit and M/matter of that place are so densely
woven together that it’s not possible to separate them clearly.
The land on which we live is full of life forms, many not visible to the naked eye, such
as the microorganisms that invigorate living soil and fill food that is organically nurtured
and produced. Christians proclaim God as a Trinity—a relational, reciprocal, mutual
Life-Giving Spirit. It should not be a stretch, therefore, to understand place in those same
terms. When we inhale, we take in oxygen supplied in part by plant life such as trees; when
we exhale, we share the carbon-dioxide from our lungs in return to those plants. That’s
reciprocity at work.
The traditional Four Elements of Earth-Air-Fire-Water are at work in every place we
live. Human beings thus are densely related to their places through the waters of life, the
food grown in the soil, the energies that supply heat and cooling to homes, the air we
breathe. The big question these days is whether humans practice mutuality with our
places, or whether the consumerist lifestyle that has so captured us and oriented our lives
to owning things has made us destroyers rather than life-givers, life-sharers, in the image
and likeness of the Divine whom we claim to worship. Land, place, can be a connector to
S/spirit, if we consciously return to sacred living and conscious practice.
― Celeste Rossmiller, Of Webs and Watersheds (see chap. 4)

Of Soul and Soil
“Soul and soil are not separate. Neither are wind and spirit, nor water and tears. We are
eroding and evolving, at once, like the red rock landscape before me. Our grief is our love.
Our love will be our undoing as we quietly disengage from the collective madness of the
patriarchal mind that says aggression is the way forward.
― Terry Tempest Williams
Faith in the Ceaselessness
“We must live by faith in the ceaselessness of these processes [such as those of topsoil] and
by faith in our own willingness and ability to collaborate with them. Christ’s prayer for
“daily bread” is an affirmation of such faith, just as it is a repudiation of faith in “much goods
laid up.” Our life and livelihood are the gift of the topsoil and of our willingness and ability
to care for it, to grow good wheat, to make good bread; they do not derive from stockpiles
of raw materials or accumulations of purchasing power.”
― Wendell Berry, “The Two Economies,” in Home Economics, p. 67f.

Guidance From Tradition:
Indigenous Women:
“In the Western tradition there is a recognized hierarchy of beings, with, of course, the
human being on top—the pinnacle of evolution, the darling of Creation—and the plants at
the bottom. But in Native ways of knowing, human people are often referred to as “the
younger brothers of Creation.” We say that humans have the least experience with how to
live and thus the most to learn—we must look to our teachers among the other species for
guidance. Their wisdom is apparent in the way that they live. They teach us by example.
They’ve been on the earth far longer than we have been, and have had time to figure
things out.”
― Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom

A Little Science
Utilizing Land to Bring Restoration
Global agricultural emissions may be as high as 30 percent of total greenhouse gas
emissions in just three decades from today. While the agricultural industry may be
one of the biggest emitters of greenhouse gases, it also has an amazing capability
that other industries lack: agriculture can be as effective a carbon sink as it is
damaging a source of emissions. Decarbonization is a powerful way to fight
climate change.
In fact, the role of agriculture in mitigating climate change is so promising that the
Rodale Institute estimates that if all and pastures and cropland were to be
converted into regenerative agriculture — a process that refers to building soil
health for the purpose, in part, of sequestering carbon — more than 100 percent of
current annual C02 emissions could be captured and stored.
— 350 Colorado, The Connection Between Climate Change and Regenerative Agriculture

Actions:
●

●
●
●
●

Become a part of Climate Reality Leadership Corps - “Join us for a virtual Climate
Reality Leadership Corps training in 2021 and together we’ll seize this opportunity and
build the world we want.” Upcoming Virtual US Training from April 22- May 2 https://www.climaterealityproject.org/apply/virtual-us-training
If you have questions you can contact Janel at jlar1513@gmail.com
Support local regenerative agriculture through Community Supported Agriculture
(CSA) programs (https://farmshares.info/csas/pickupCity/Colorado/Denver)
Plant a permaculture garden in your backyard. Here’s some information on how to get
started. https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-start-a-permaculture-garden-4050110
Give Feedback on the state’s Draft Climate Equity Framework through April 5. Your
feedback is critical! Review Draft Climate Equity Framework and Feedback Form
Agricultural Workers’ Rights - Please contact your Representatives to support bill:
https://statebillinfo.com/bills/bills/21/2021a_087_01.pdf
Senate Business and Labor Committee
Robert Rodriguez, Chair (D) Denver Dist 32 - 303-866-4852
Jessie Danielson vice chair D Jefferson, 20 - 303-866-4856
James Coleman D Denver Dist 33 ED, Faith Bridge 303-866-4864 james.coleman.senate@state.co.us
Chris Kolker D Arapahoe 22 Financial Planner 303-866-4883
Larry Liston R El Paso, 10 - 303-866-2737
Kevin Priola R Adams, 25 Small business owner 303-866-4855 - kpriola@gmail.com
Rob Woodward R Larmier, 15 - 303-866-4853
Rhonda Fields D Aurora - 303-866-4879

●

Review the Legislative Priorities for Together Colorado http://bit.ly/MarchTCOCJCLegRequest

Hard Truths:
Excerpts from “Can the Colorado River Keep Running?”, National Geographic, August,
2020
In 1922, when the Colorado River Compact was negotiated, and the river’s water was
divided up for use among the seven states that comprise the river’s upper and lower basins,
the total annual flows of the Colorado River that were used to calculate states’ portions
were unusually high. Maybe too high, because today the Lower Basin states have long
exceeded their allocations, and must tap into reservoir reserves to top up. In addition, the
population of the basin is nine times higher than it was in 1922, and the cities that depend
upon the river for water, including Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Denver, and Phoenix, have
grown even more. Two thousand people called Las Vegas home in 1922; today, the city is
home to nearly two million residents. Demand for the Colorado River’s water has
outstripped supply for the past two decades.
This deficit threatens the freshwater supply of some 40 million people and the food
security of the whole nation: water from the Colorado River is used to grow 90 percent of
the nation’s winter vegetables. The Colorado River Basin drives a $1.4 trillion economy—if
the 242,000-square-foot basin were its own country, it would be the world’s seventh largest
by economic output. But providing freshwater to growing cities and farms carved out of an
unforgiving landscape (around 70 percent of the river’s water is used for irrigation) is not

sustainable. And the signs are visible: in 2018 the levels of the Blue Mesa reservoir dropped
below one-third its capacity, revealing the foundations of a town not seen since it had been
flooded to create the reservoir in 1966.
In 2019 something extraordinary happened: after two decades of drought, strong
storms, persistent precipitation, and cold temperatures resulted in overflowing rivers that
began recharging Colorado’s reservoirs. The state was 100 percent drought free for the first
time in 19 years. But it didn’t last―by August 2019 drought had returned. It’s estimated that
another 13 extraordinary water years would be necessary to erase the impacts of long-term
drought in the West. We can’t rely on Mother Nature to solve this problem; we have to solve
it ourselves.

Video Resources:
Video reflection on trees:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Byscbqa4Ge4&ab_channel=ArvadaUnitedMethodistCh
urch
Films and Documentaries to Watch: To appreciate our beautiful earth and learn about its
challenges, watch David Attenborough’s series of films, many available on Youtube and
Netflix.

Upcoming Events:
A Climate Action Workshop (ANCA) is scheduled for 3/24, 6-9 PM, (on Zoom) for the Baker
Neighborhood. Alamo Placita will do a workshop on 4/24. Residents from these
neighborhoods are all invited to participate. Climate Action Workshops are underway in
North Capitol Hill and several Boulder neighborhoods. ANCA is also offering a Climate
Action Workshop for kids from the Cope Boys and Girls Club in Baker. We are looking for
partners for Climate Action Workshops in Barnum and NE Park Hill. Each of these
neighborhoods will commit to climate friendly projects in their neighborhoods designed to
encourage healthy air and soil and lower carbon emissions.

Weblinks:
●
●

●

●

Learn more about Carbon Sequestration:
https://www.esa.org/esa/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/carbonsequestrationinsoils.pdf
Learn about initiatives in promoting regenerative agriculture by listening to
podcasts offered by Nori (nori.com), a company that offers a program for individuals
and businesses to offset carbon emissions through farmers transitioning their land
to regenerative agriculture. https://nori.com/podcasts/reversing-climate-change,
https://nori.com/podcasts/carbon-removal-newsroom
Can the Colorado River Keep Running?:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/partner-content-colorado-river
-preserving-stressed-water-resources
Are we running out of time? https://www.livescience.com/12-years-to-stop-climate-change.html

Climate Knowledge Key:
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

