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Quotes:
We Are All Connected
We are one, like a large organism. And in the same way that organs, tissue, veins, nerves,
and the other parts that make up our body can sometimes seem separate, but are always
very much an inseparable part of the same one greater system, we too are intrinsically
connected and should live in a way that we become more and more aware of this
interconnected nature and seek to express it in our daily lives.
And this always results in more love, compassion, kindness, and greater peace.
—Black Elk
Woven Together
Man does not weave this web of life. He is merely a strand of it. Whatever he does to the
web, he does to himself.
–Chief Seattle, Suquamish and Duwamish tribes
We Influence Each Other
As you develop your awareness in nature, you begin to see how we influence all life and
how all life influences us. A key and critical feature for us to know.
–Tony Ten Fingers/Wanbli Nata’u, Oglala Lakota
Depend on Each Other
I have seen that in any great undertaking it is not enough for a man
to depend simply upon himself.
–Shooter Teton Sioux
Spiritually Connected
If you feel that our world seems to be spiritually connecting, that is because we are.
–A. Peerless

All Part of the Same Web
The indigenous understanding has its basis of spirituality in a recognition of the
interconnectedness and interdependence of all living things, a holistic and balanced view
of the world. All things are bound together. All things connect. What happens to the Earth
happens to the children of the earth. Humankind has not woven the web of life; we are but
one thread. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.
–Rebecca Adamson

Prayer:
Great Spirit Prayer
Oh, Great Spirit,
Whose voice I hear in the winds
and whose breath gives life to all the
world.
Hear me! I need your strength and
wisdom.
Let me walk in beauty, and make my eyes
ever hold the red and purple sunset.
Make my hands respect the things you
have made and my ears sharp to hear
your voice.
Make me wise so that I may understand
the things you have taught my people.
Let me learn the lessons you have hidden
in every leaf and rock.
Help me remain calm and strong in the
face of all that comes towards me.
Help me find compassion without
empathy overwhelming me.
I seek strength, not to be greater than my
Brother, but to fight my greatest enemy:
myself.
Make me always ready to come to you
with clean hands and straight eyes.
So when life fades, as the fading sunset,
my spirit may come to you without
shame.
- Translated by Lakota Sioux Chief Yellow
Lark in 1887

The Garden is Rich
The garden is rich with diversity
With plants of a hundred families
In the space between the trees
With all the colours and fragrances.
Basil, mint and lavender,
Great Mystery keep my remembrance
pure,
Raspberry, Apple, Rose,
Great Mystery fill my heart with love,
Dill, anise, tansy,
Holy winds blow in me.
Rhododendron, zinnia,
May my prayer be beautiful
May my remembrance O Great Mystery
be as incense to thee
In the sacred grove of eternity
As I smell and remember
The ancient forests of earth.
- Chinook Psalter

Actions/Events:
●

Do you have an interest in fighting climate change? Do you have expertise in
something related to climate change and the environment? Are you an armchair
scientist, eco-theologian, or researcher? We would love to collaborate with you.
Please take a couple of minutes to fill out this survey letting us know how
you can help. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScx8QqMVY-Ol83yx9ivy
fsPWhil6q-JS8t97jP2P20PbyAXug/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0

●

Support local groups working for environmental justice: Spirit of the Sun
Given the fact that our Native and Indigenous communities have been exposed to
the injustices of climate change for far too long and despite the larger system's effort
to silence and belittle the voices within our communities, we will continue to
educate and empower. We will continue to show up. We will continue to demand
representation within the fight against climate change.
Our resiliency in this fight comes directly from our ancestors. For them and
those to come, we will continue to fight for policy change that not only addresses
these injustices but also values the Native and Indigenous narrative. Click here to
sign their letter to Governor Polis urging him to “Please be a good ancestor and leave
a more livable, just and equitable climate for future generations”.
https://www.spiritofthesun.org/climatejustice

●

The Denver, Colorado / Sun Valley Neighborhood MVD project focuses on
implementation of the Decatur-Federal Station Area Plan (developed through a HUD
Sustainable Communities Grant). As a major implementation step, the Denver
Housing Authority is creating a master plan for a high density, mixed income, rental
and ownership community that includes mixed-use commercial space and which
explores EcoDistrict solutions for multiple sustainability issues such as energy, water
management, transportation and food production. EPA Region 8 is working with
various partners on redevelopment of the 33 acre public housing site including a net
zero district, creating a South Platte Greenway/Riverfront Park, comprehensive
stormwater design, healthy homes education and industrial area cleanup.

●

First Nations Development Institute (First Nations) has received a $220,000 grant
from the Broad Reach Fund of the Maine Community Foundation. The funds will
be used to support Native American-led efforts to combat abusive extractive
industries that are impacting Native communities, resources and land.
“Native communities have long-held, traditional knowledge that should be
part of every conversation involving our land and environment,” said Michael
Roberts, First Nations President and CEO. “We are excited to be able to support
community-led efforts that allow Native communities to control their own lands and
environmental landscapes.”
Last year, with the generous support of the Broad Reach Fund, First Nations
was able to award grants totaling $135,000 to Native-led nonprofits and tribes to
support environmental justice, specifically anti-extraction efforts, impacting Native

communities. First Nations will use the new grant to again support these efforts in
2020.
●

Would you like to be able to speak about the Climate Crisis? Would you like to shore
up your climate knowledge? The Climate Reality Project Leadership Training Corps
are conducting a training October 16-24. This training is virtual and allows you to
learn about the climate crisis from your own home. If you’d like to know more about
Climate Reality Leadership Corps, you can reach out to janel@brewtheology.org or
revjessabell@gmail.com Find out more information about the training here:
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/training Register Today!

Weblinks: (Underlined items have weblink embedded.)
Arvada United Methodist Green Team Videos - Great for sharing with your congregation.
July - Regenerative Agriculture
August - Coming Soon - Check this Link
Religious Americans Support Climate Action
“The majority of religious Americans share Pope Francis’ and President Biden’s concern for
taking urgent action on climate change. Sixty percent of Christians and 79 percent of Jews,
Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims believe that “passing a bill to address climate change and
its effects” should be a top or an important priority for Congress, according to a
Politico/Morning Consult poll conducted in April 2021.8 The broad support for Congress to
take action on the climate crisis includes 57 percent of evangelical Americans, who tend to
be the most conservative of the United States’ religious blocs.9”
Highest Recorded Temperature in Europe
“The highest temperature in European history appears to have been recorded in Italy
during a heatwave sweeping the country, with early reports suggesting a high of 48.8C
(119.85F). If this is accepted by the World Meteorological Organisation it will break the
previous European record of 48C (118.4F) set in Athens in 1977. The temperature was
measured at a monitoring station in Syracuse, Sicily, and confirmed soon after by the
island’s meteorological authorities.”
Problems With Plastic Recycling
“The project’s failure, detailed for the first time by Reuters, shows the enormous obstacles
confronting advanced recycling, a set of reprocessing technologies that the plastics
industry is touting as an environmental savior – and sees as key to its own continued
growth amid mounting global pressure to curb the use of plastic.”

Permafrost is Thawing
“Summers see more forest fires ripping through the sparse, dry vegetation, sending the
sun the colour of Mars and lending a haze to the horizon. Temperatures on average are
warming two to three times faster in the Arctic than the rest of the planet with serious
implications below ground.”

IPCC Climate Report
The Newly Released Report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. This is the
foundational report out of which much policy is made. Nations use these numbers to help
create legislation, collaborations, and plans for stopping climate change.

Climate Knowledge Key:
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

Hard Truth:
“Climate change is a BIG issue and one that affects the entire world. However, we see
many American communities looking towards Native American wisdom in dealing with
these issues.
The Houma Nation of Louisiana’s Gulf Coast has seen the effects of climate change
ravage the coastal regions. Erosion, damages from the oil industry, and deliberate
destruction of an ecosystem. For hundreds of years, they have lived in the marshlands and
along coastal areas making a livelihood by fishing, shrimping, and other subsistence
practices.
The effects of climate change and development have caused massive erosion on the
Louisiana coast. The landscape has changed quickly, islands no longer exist and pollution
has killed off fish and crustaceans. The Houma can no longer teach the next generation
their livelihood because it has been destroyed.
Coastal marshlands are an important breeding ground for many fish and crustacean
species. Traditionally coastal indigenous groups managed these ecosystems by planting
marsh grasses and trees. This promoted a natural cycle where fry (baby fish) thrived. Oil
companies and commercial fisheries have often cut canals into these lands destroying
these unique waterways and seriously limiting the amount of fish reproduction. ...
Some good news is that today Native Americans, Whites, and other Americans from
diverse cultural heritages are working to bring back traditional earth management
systems. When we see ourselves as one with the system we tend to be more respectful in
how we treat the planet.”
—Fox Run Environmental Educational Center

Climate History:
“Climate change-related events and environmental degradation have increasingly
gripped headlines as citizens feel the brunt of these manmade crises. But one message
rarely makes headlines: study after study documents that people of color and low-income
communities have been and will continue to be hit the hardest by environmental
degradation and climate change.
In fact, new research has suggested that climate change factors like air pollution are
disproportionately caused by consumption of goods and services by white Americans yet
are disproportionately inhaled or experienced by people of color. Thus, conversations about
climate change cannot be separated from environmental justice and active efforts by
communities of color to combat environmental racism.
Indigenous peoples have long been at the forefront of fighting for environmental
justice. In 2016, Water Protectors generated national headlines as they mobilized to protect
land and water on the Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota fighting against the
Dakota Access Pipeline. More recently, Native Hawaiian communities have mobilized to
protect their sacred Maunakea from desecration. Although these recent events have forced
Indigenous movements for environmental justice into mainstream consciousness, these
movements exist on a long continuum of Indigenous resistance to the disruptions of Native
existence strongly connected to land and natural landscapes.
Indigenous peoples across the US have long organized to protest the hazardous waste
contaminating their lands by nuclear test sites, uranium, coal, gas and oil development, and
toxic waste dumping. These extractive energy practices, largely benefiting non-Native
populations, have been linked to high rates of cancer, kidney problems, lung disease,
asthma, and heart and vision problems of Native people, all associated with land, water, and
air pollution.
Native women are further impacted by this type of environmental racism, as Native
women and children have high rates of contaminants in their blood streams and are
impacted by birth defects, miscarriages, and reproductive organ cancers. More recently,
Native women have been the target of violent exploitation and sexualization (especially by
Non-Native men) near natural resource extraction sites.
In sum, environmental racism is not color-blind and has a direct impact on Native
communities (as well as other communities of color). Native women and their children are
even more impacted by environmental racism in Native communities.”
—NonProfitQuarterly.com

If you have questions about the resource sheet please contact
Janel Apps Ramsey at janel@brewtheology.org

