Resource List - February 2022
Plastics (Legislation)
Extended Producer Responsibility
The Faith and Climate Resource List is a tool developed by the Climate Justice Committee of
Together Colorado to help congregations and communities of faith talk about and engage with
climate issues. Each section includes small tidbits you can copy and paste into bulletins, newsletters,
and other congregational communication. Each month has a theme as listed above.

Quotes:

Quotes are provided to use as an educational support tool for use in your materials and services.

We and the Earth Are One
“The Earth is our mother, nourishing and protecting us in every moment–giving us
air to breathe, fresh water to drink, food to eat and healing herbs to cure us when
we are sick. Every breath we inhale contains our planet’s nitrogen, oxygen, water
vapor and trace elements. When we breathe with mindfulness, we can experience
our interbeing with the Earth’s delicate atmosphere, with all the plants, and even
with the sun, whose light makes possible the miracle of photosynthesis. With every
breath we can experience communion. With every breath we can savor the
wonders of life.
We need to change our way of thinking and seeing things. We need to realise that
the Earth is not just our environment. The Earth is not something outside of us.
Breathing with mindfulness and contemplating your body, you realise that you are
the Earth. You realise that your consciousness is also the consciousness of the Earth.
Look around you–what you see is not your environment, it is you.”
– Thich Nhat Hahn, Statement to the UN
Plastic Waste
“Industrial pollution and the discarding of plastic waste must be tackled for the
sake of all life in the ocean.”
– David Attenborough, broadcaster and natural historian
Indigestible
“Only we humans make waste that nature can’t digest.”
– Charles Moore, oceanographer

Choked By Plastic
“We are being choked to death by the amount of plastic that we throw away. It’s
killing our oceans. It’s entering into our bodies in the fish we eat.”
– Kevin Bacon, actor
No Such Thing As Away
“There is no such thing as ‘away’. When we throw anything away,
it must go somewhere”
– Annie Leonard, businesswoman, activist and filmmaker
Essential Fluids or Garbage Cans
“Water and air, the two essential fluids on which all life depends, have become
global garbage cans.”
— Jacques Yves Cousteau, naval officer & marine conservationist
Unsustainable Plastic
“For all the environmental troubles single-use shopping bags cause, the much
greater impacts are in what they contain. Reducing the human footprint means
addressing fundamentally unsustainable habits of food consumption, such as
expecting strawberries in the depths of winter or buying of seafood that are being
fished to the brink of extinction.”
― Susan Freinkel, author of Plastic: A Toxic Love Story
Plastic For Dinner
“Plastic will be the main ingredient of all our grandchildren’s recipes.”
― Anthony T. Hincks, author
What Kind of Difference WiIll You Make
“You cannot get through a single day without having an impact on the world
around you. What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of
difference you want to make.”
– Jane Goodall, English primatologist and anthropologist.

Guidance From Tradition
In many religious traditions there are guiding thoughts and ways of living that are not in a text in
particular, but are seen in the fabric of the people that follow those beliefs. These quotes emphasize
religious traditions.

Great Mother Earth
“Whatever nationality or culture we belong to, whatever religion we follow, whether
we’re Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, Jews, or atheists, we can all see that the Earth
is not inert matter. She is a great being, who has herself given birth to many other
great beings–including buddhas and bodhisattvas, prophets and saints, sons and
daughters of God and humankind. The Earth is a loving mother, nurturing and
protecting all peoples and all species without discrimination.

When you realize the Earth is so much more than simply your environment, you’ll
be moved to protect her in the same way as you would yourself. This is the kind of
awareness, the kind of awakening that we need, and the future of the planet
depends on whether we’re able to cultivate this insight or not. The Earth and all
species on Earth are in real danger. Yet if we can develop a deep relationship with
the Earth, we’ll have enough love, strength and awakening in order to change our
way of life.” –Thich Nhat Hahn
“We don’t need to consume a lot to be happy; in fact we can live very simply. With
mindfulness, any moment can become a happy moment. Savoring one simple
breath, taking a moment to stop and contemplate the bright blue sky, or to fully
enjoy the presence of a loved one, can be more than enough to make us happy.
Each one of us needs to come back to reconnect with ourselves, with our loved
ones and with the Earth. It’s not money, power or consuming that can make us
happy, but having love and understanding in our heart.” –Thich Nhat Hahn
“There’s a revolution that needs to happen and it starts from inside each one of us.
We need to wake up and fall in love with Earth. We’ve been homo sapiens for a long
time. Now it’s time to become homo conscius. Our love and admiration for the
Earth has the power to unite us and remove all boundaries, separation and
discrimination.” –Thich Nhat Hahn

Prayer
These prayers are pulled from a variety of traditions.

BELOVED MOTHER OF ALL THINGS
Dear Mother Earth,
I bow my head before you as I look deeply and recognize that you are present in me and
that I’m a part of you. I was born from you and you are always present, offering me
everything I need for my nourishment and growth. My mother, my father, and all my
ancestors are also your children. We breathe your fresh air. We drink your clear water. We
eat your nourishing food. Your herbs heal us when we’re sick.
You are the mother of all beings. I call you by the human name Mother and yet I know your
mothering nature is more vast and ancient than humankind. We are just one young
species of your many children. All the millions of other species who live—or have lived—on
Earth are also your children. You aren’t a person, but I know you are not less than a person
either. You are a living breathing being in the form of a planet.
Each species has its own language, yet as our Mother you can understand us all. That is why
you can hear me today as I open my heart to you and offer you my prayer.
Dear Mother, wherever there is soil, water, rock or air, you are there, nourishing me and
giving me life. You are present in every cell of my body. My physical body is your physical
body, and just as the sun and stars are present in you, they are also present in me. You are

not outside of me and I am not outside of you. You are more than just my environment. You
are nothing less than myself.
I promise to keep the awareness alive that you are always in me, and I am always in you. I
promise to be aware that your health and well-being is my own health and well-being. I
know I need to keep this awareness alive in me for us both to be peaceful, happy, healthy,
and strong.
Sometimes I forget. Lost in the confusions and worries of daily life, I forget that my body is
your body, and sometimes even forget that I have a body at all. Unaware of the presence of
my body and the beautiful planet around me and within me, I’m unable to cherish and
celebrate the precious gift of life you have given me. Dear Mother, my deep wish is to wake
up to the miracle of life. I promise to train myself to be present for myself, my life, and for
you in every moment. I know that my true presence is the best gift I can offer to you, the
one I love.
FOR US TO SURVIVE, both as individuals and as a species, we need a revolution in
consciousness. It can start with our collective awakening. Looking deeply, with mindfulness
and concentration, we can see that we are the Earth and, with this insight, love and
understanding will be be born.
There’s no limit to where or how any one of us can have an intimate conversation with the
Earth. You may even like to write your own love letter to Mother Earth.
Excerpted from “Love Letter to the Earth” by Thich Nhat Hanh

Events

These are upcoming events in the Greater Denver area. If you have events you would like to include
for the next month, please email janel@brewtheology.org. Statewide events are welcome.

● 2/23-25 – 20th Anniversary Riparian Restoration Conference: 2020
Learning from the Last 20 Years; Planning for the Next
This year’s conference will take place in a hybrid format, with the option to
attend in person or virtually. Whether you’ll join us in person or on-screen,
we’re excited to welcome you as we “Learn from the last 20 years and plan for
the next.”
● 3/10 - Last day to take this Survey: 15-25 minute survey. You’ll earn a $10 Visa
gift card for your time! (Please complete By March 10.)
Survey in English: HERE; Survey in Spanish: HERE
● 3/30 - World Wide Teach In - The pressing reality of climate change requires
us to urgently engage with two ideas: (1) time is very short, and (2) realistic
solutions are possible. The coming ten years will be the most decisive in
history, not only for us and our children, but in fact for every human being and
living creature who will walk the face of the earth from now until the end of
time.
Please sign up to stay informed about WorldWide Teach-in On Climate and Justice
on 30.3.22. On that date, College, University, High School, K-8 and faith community
sites across the world, hundreds of thousands of people will focus on climate
solutions and justice in the transition.

The WorldWide Teach-in is a project of the Graduate Programs in Sustainability at
Bard College in New York, USA. Contact the Project Director, Dr. Eban Goodstein for
more information: ebangood@bard.edu

Actions
Actions are things you can do to influence people about the climate crisis, including
governments and corporations.

● Survey Opportunity: Help Together Colorado and Solstice Initiative make
community solar more accessible and valuable by taking this 15-25 minute
survey. You’ll earn a $10 Visa gift card for your time! (Please complete By
March 10.) Survey in English: HERE; Survey in Spanish: HERE
Solstice Initiative is a non-profit focused on empowering
traditionally-excluded communities towards a just clean energy transition
through accessible and affordable community solar projects, research and
innovation, and state-based policy solutions. We work with local stakeholders
and organizers to facilitate conversations around solar energy and plan
projects that will bring increased workforce development opportunities,
environmental health benefits, and wealth-building opportunities to local
low-income residents.
● Focus Group Opportunity: Would your faith community be willing to share
some time talking about Solar Energy and how we can make it more
available to more people? Solstice Initiative is working with the Department
of Energy to research the equitable expansion of community solar. To do this,
we're hoping to understand the priorities of low- to moderate-income
residents of Colorado when it comes to these solar programs — insights that
will help energy justice organizers make a case for programs that truly meet
the needs of their community members. We're also looking for 6-8 people to
participate in a 2-hour focus group discussion where people can expand
on the answers they give in the survey. Each focus group discussion
participant will receive $125 for their time. People can indicate their interest in
the focus group discussions through a question in the survey. Thank you for
helping us make community solar more accessible and valuable! If you are
interested in setting up a focus group please email winslow@solstice.us or
heidi@solstice.us.
● Petition Opportunity:
Toxic PFAS chemicals found in most stain- and water-resistant products

A new study by #breakfreefromplastic member Toxic-Free Future found that
72% of products labeled “stain-resistant” or “water-resistant” contained
PFAS—the abbreviation for a group of manufactured toxic chemicals that
have been linked to cancer, hormone disruption, harm to the immune
system, and other serious health concerns. All 10 retailers where these items
were purchased sell products containing PFAS.
We're joining the call for REI to be a leader in the outdoor apparel industry
and only sell products that do not contain PFAS. Will you add your voice?

Please SIGN THE PETITION.
● Petition Opportunity: From Bill McKibben - We know that big banks are
playing a key role in propping up the oil and gas industry that pours carbon
pollution into the atmosphere. I, for one, don’t want the hard-earned money
I’ve saved to be used to bankroll climate destruction. If we stop the banks
from lending to fossil fuel companies, the industry will be forced to shut
down.
So, let’s act together and use our collective power. There are two pledges, one
for current customers or credit card holders of any of the Big Four Banks –
Bank of America, Chase, Citibank, and/or Wells Fargo (including, for example,
Amazon cards issued by Chase), and one for people who aren’t currently
customers.
That’s why I signed this Banking on our Future Pledge organized by Third Act.
Please join me! The more people sign, the greater our collective impact will
be on persuading these banks to stop financing the climate crisis.

Weblinks (Underlined items have weblink embedded.)

This section is included to help with education around climate issues. Some are news articles, some
make direct links to faith and climate issues. The key is meant to provide a sense of accessibility.

Climate Knowledge Key
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

10 Love Letters to The Earth
In honor of the passing of Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh, we are sharing his Ten Love
Letters to the Earth. These meditations are an invitation to engage in intimate
conversation, a living dialogue, with our Earth.
A Little Comic Relief - Barbie Girl - Throw A Shrimp on the Barbie

Nikkei Asia: Japanese pens become mightier in fight against plastic waste
This may seem like doodling on the margins of the world's plastic problem. But
ballpoint pens are no small source of plastic -- about 1.3 billion of them were
shipped in 2020, according to data from the Japan Writing Instruments
Manufacturers Association. The new refills for Jetstream multicolor pens contain
less plastic but more ink than earlier ones. The walls of the ink chamber are roughly
40% thinner -- about 0.4 mm, compared with around 0.65 mm before. This
reduction increases the ink volume by about 70%, which makes the refills last
longer.
Thich Nhat Hanh's Statement on Climate Change for the United Nations
In 2014, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
approached Thich Nhat Hanh as an international faith leader, to request a brief
statement about climate change and our relationship to one another and to the
Earth. This statement was published on the UNFCCC website, ahead of the Paris
Climate Summit in September 2015.
Environmental-Action.org
“Environmental Action turns ideas into impassioned, results-oriented activism that
protects our environment from polluters and their allies in government. We’re tired
of seeing the wildlife and wild places we love degraded and destroyed by reckless
exploitation. We know progress towards a greener world is possible when we work
together. And we’re open to anybody who shares our passion to make all life on our
planet not only possible but awesome — with clean air and water, abundant
wildlife, and the places we love protected forever.”
Global Optimism Podcast
Within the challenges we encounter now – and those we are yet to find – are the
most extraordinary opportunities for human ingenuity to triumph over fear of the
unknown. The pursuit of a resilient future can only be achieved with a shared
determination that transcends differences, to shape a better, thriving future for
people and nature. Global Optimism's story is not ours alone; it's a story we hope to
unfold with many others, including you.
Solar Power Tariffs Community Solar Growth Sunshare
Q: Are tariffs holding back growth of solar power in the U.S. right now? And
therefore the effort to combat climate change?
A: Yes. Because you’re keeping costs higher than they need to be, that’s slowing
down demand. If solar is 30% less expensive, you can imagine that many more
utilities and consumers can afford it.
Postal Service Replacing Fleet with Gas Vehicles, Not Electric
The White House and Environmental Protection Agency on Wednesday blasted the
US Postal Service for its decision to replace the vast majority of its aging vehicle
fleet with gas-powered trucks, rather than electric vehicles.

Iceberg Drops 1 Trillion Tons of Fresh Water in the Ocean
What was once the biggest iceberg in the world released more than 167 billion tons
of freshwater in three months and nearly 1 trillion tons in its lifespan, which could
have profound effects on wildlife, scientists say.
Chemicals In Plastic Could Be Contributing to Weight Gain
“It’s very likely that it is not the usual suspects, such as Bisphenol A (BPA), causing
these metabolic disturbances," said Johannes Völker, first author of the study. "This
means that plastic chemicals other than the ones we already know could be
contributing to overweight and obesity."
Reusable Plastic Bottles Release Hundreds Of Chemicals
Professor Christensen and fellow researcher Selina Tisler detected more than 400
different substances from the bottle plastic and over 3,500 substances derived from
dishwasher soap. A large portion of these are unknown substances that the
researchers have yet to identify. But even of the identified chemicals, the toxicity of
at least 70 % remains unknown.
Few Parts of Colorado Are Safe From Forest Fires
“The Marshall fire’s spread through a densely developed, urban environment made
one thing clear: Very few parts of Colorado are completely safe from wildfire.”
A Satellite Finds Massive Methane Leaks From Gas Pipelines
“Yet they were. Over the course of two years, during 2019 and 2020, the researchers
counted more than 1,800 large bursts of methane, often releasing several tons of
methane per hour. Lauvaux and his colleagues published their findings this week in
the journal Science. … They found that some releases resulted from accidents. More
often, though, they were deliberate. Gas companies simply vented gas from
pipelines or other equipment before carrying out repairs or maintenance
operations.”

Hard Truths
These items help us face the things about the climate crisis that we may struggle with.

The Weight of Plastic Waste - From Environmental-action.org
Every year, the United States produces about 92.6 billion pounds of plastic
waste -- roughly the equivalent of eight Great Pyramids of Giza.
With plastic littering streets and streams across the country, and with dead whales
washing ashore with stomachs full of plastic, the devastating impacts of this waste
are growing clearer every day.
Environmental Action is working to convince major corporations to ditch single-use
plastics, and we're trying to pass legislation to make plastic producers responsible
for the waste their products become.

Marine life, from birds to sea turtles to even miniature life-forms all are found to be
affected with plastic pollution.

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) - From Ecocycle
Colorado is one of the worst states at recycling. Our recycling rate is a dismal 16%,
only half the national average of 32%. An EPR policy is one of the most powerful
opportunities to improve our recycling programs. It would require consumer goods
companies to fund recycling programs so we can ensure that every Coloradan has
convenient, easy access to recycling for packaging materials such as plastic bottles,
aluminum cans, glass bottles, cardboard, and printed paper.
Colorado is committed to increasing our recycling rate and is investing in new
recycling programs, policies and infrastructure to expand and improve our
statewide recycling system. By recycling more, Colorado will reduce climate
pollution, protect our clean air and water, and create jobs. However, the investment
needed to expand and improve our statewide recycling system cannot and should
not be the sole responsibility of local or state government, recycling facility
operators, waste haulers or taxpayers. Consumer goods companies need to play a
substantial role in increasing the recycling of their products and packaging as well.
This includes helping to finance recycling infrastructure, operations and education
programs through Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) policies. An EPR policy
for packaging in Colorado is a tremendous opportunity to transform our recycling
system and accelerate progress toward our state recycling goals. Now is the time for
government and consumer goods companies to work together to adopt an EPR
policy that will build a convenient, equitable, and financially-sustainable recycling
system in Colorado.

