
Resource List - March 2022
Regenerative Agriculture and Soil Health

The Faith and Climate Resource List is a tool developed by the Climate Justice Committee of
Together Colorado to help congregations and communities of faith talk about and engage with

climate issues. Each section includes small tidbits you can copy and paste into bulletins, newsletters,
and other congregational communication. Each month has a theme as listed above.

Quotes:
Quotes are provided to use as an educational support tool for use in your materials and services.

Topsoil
“We cannot speak of topsoil, indeed we cannot know what it is, without

acknowledging at the outset that we cannot make it.  We can care for it (or not), we can
even, as we say, ‘build’ it, but we can do so only by assenting to, preserving, and perhaps
collaborating in its own processes. To those processes themselves, we have nothing to
contribute.  We cannot make topsoil, and we cannot make any substitute for it; we cannot
do what it does.  It is apparently impossible to make an adequate description of topsoil in
the sort of language that we have come to call ‘scientific.’

For although any soil sample can be reduced to its inert quantities, a handful of the
real thing has life in it; it is full of living creatures [actually billions of them per teaspoonful!].
And if we try to describe the behavior of that life, we will see that it is doing something that,
if we are not careful, we will call ‘unearthly’: it is making life out of death. Not so very long
ago, had we known about it what we know now, we would probably have called it
‘miraculous.’ In a time when death is looked upon with almost universal enmity, it is hard to
believe that the land we live on and the lives we live are the gifts of death.  Yet that is so,
and it is the topsoil that makes it so” (225).

–  Wendell Berry, Excerpts from “The Two Economies” in
The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry

Berry’s description of topsoil as “sacramental” helps us envision the reason for and
purpose of regenerative agriculture.



The Promised Land
“The Promised Land is not a permanent gift. It is ‘given,’ but only for a time, and only

for so long as it is properly used.  It is stated unequivocally, and repeated again and again,
that ‘the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all
that therein is’ (Deuteronomy 10:14). What is given is not ownership, but a sort of tenancy,
the right of habitation and use: ‘The land shall not be sold forever: for the land is mine; for ye
are strangers and sojourners with me’ (Leviticus 25:23).

In token of His landlordship, God required a sabbath for the land, which was to be left
fallow every seventh year; and a sabbath of sabbaths every fiftieth year, a ‘year of jubilee,’
during which not only would the fields lie fallow, but the land would be returned to its
original owners, as if to free it of the taint of trade and the conceit of human ownership.  But
beyond their agricultural and social intent, these sabbaths ritualize an observance of the
limits of ‘my power and the might of mine hand’—the limits of human control.  Looking at
their fallowed fields, the people are to be reminded that the land is theirs only by gift; it
exists in its own right, and does not begin or end with any human purpose” (296).

– Wendell Berry, Excerpts from “The Gift of Good Land” (see above, op.cit.; 293-304).

Berry goes on to remind the reader that the Land belongs to those who can be
“neighborly”, that is, honoring of the dead who have gone before them on the land, and of

the unborn who will eventually inherit that land.

Guidance From Tradition

In many religious traditions there are guiding thoughts and ways of living that are not in a text in
particular, but are seen in the fabric of the people that follow those beliefs. These quotes emphasize
religious traditions.

“The Lord God then took the [Earthling] and settled him in the garden of Eden, to cultivate
and care for it.” Genesis 2:15

“I will allure her [Israel, says God]; I will lead her into the desert and speak to her heart.
From there I will give her the vineyards she had, and the valley of Achor as a door of hope.
… I will make a covenant for them on that day, with the beasts of the field, with the birds of
the air, and with the things that crawl on the ground.  Bow and sword and war I will
destroy from the land, and I will let them take their rest in security.  … On that day, I will
respond to the Earth; the Earth shall respond to the grain, and wine, and oil, and these
shall respond to Jezreel.  I will sow him for myself in the land, and I will have pity on
Lo-ruhama [“she who is not pitied”].  I will say to Lo-ammi [“no people of mine”], ‘You are
my people,’ and they shall say, ‘My God!’” Hosea 2

Excerpts: note the relationship between a society or culture that is out-of-sync with the
natural world and those in need, and the destruction of the land, which, here, God

promises to restore, as the people seek to live more closely to the Divine way.



Prayer

These prayers are pulled from a variety of traditions.

You Loved the Land

Jesus, you loved the land and fields of flowers; bless farmers, gardeners and all
who till and care for the soil.
Lord hear us.
O God we are one in you, and all that we do affects the whole; make us aware
of our power to seed the world with good or ill by every thought, word and
deed.
Lord hear us.
In taking flesh among us you raised all creation to a new dignity; teach us to
have an ever growing reverence for your bountiful creation and a sense of
responsibility for its preservation.
Lord hear us.
Creator God, there is a renewed interest in "grow it yourself", allotments and
community gardens. May these movements continue to develop and expand.
Lord hear us.
Creator God, you adorn the earth with the beauty of each season; awaken us
to your loving care for all that exists as you lift up our hearts with colour and
surprise.
Lord hear us.
Christ Jesus, You assured us of God's love for us. May we always respect our bodies and
spiritual welfare by the moderate use of the good gifts of our world. Lord hear us.
–Eco congregation Ireland for Creation Tide 2016

The Lord's Prayer
(An environmental responsive Lord's Prayer)

Leader : Our father who art in heaven
People : You are also at home in the air, soil forests and Oceans
Leader : Hallowed be your name
People : By the care we take of your creation
Leader : Your kingdom come
People : All that you see is good
Leader : Your will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.
People : Your will to till and care
Leader : Give us this day our daily bread
People : That all may have sufficient to live life in fullness.
Leader : Forgive us our trespasses
People : Our greed, our exploitation, our lack of concern for other species and for
future generations
Leader : As we forgive those who trespass against us
People : By reconciliation with justice and peace



Leader : Lead us not into temptation
People : The temptation to equate dominion with exploitation
Leader : And deliver us from evil
People : The evil of destroying your gift of creation
Leader : For yours is the kingdom
People : Yours, Lord, not ours
Leader : The power and the glory
People : In the cross and resurrection
Leader : For ever and ever
People : You are the beginning and you are the end. Amen. (So be it)

From: https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/9-prayers-leeds-diocese.pdf

Events
These are upcoming events in the Greater Denver area. If you have events you would like to include
for the next month, please email janel@brewtheology.org. Statewide events are welcome.

● Permaculture Gardens, founded by Nicky and Dave Schauder
○ The Schauders are Award-winning permaculturists with a passion for health,

food, and regenerative agriculture. Nicky and Dave provide food for their
family of eight in their tiny townhouse on the outskirts of Washington DC.
There, they have learned to adapt to small spaces, lean budgets, suburban
critters, and even HOA restrictions. Their passion to pass on their garden
knowledge is fueled by their desire to have families discover that growing
ecologically leads to true freedom and abundance.

Register for their webinar, “5 Reasons to Grow Your Own Food”, happening on
THURS. MAR. 24, 3pm EST

● Lecture on “Planetary Spirituality for Our Time” by Kwok Pui Lan, PhD, Loyola
Marymount University, Thursday March 24 - 4:30 PST/7:30 EST

○ Is it too late to save ourselves and the planet from climate change and other
ecological disasters? In this age of Anthropocene, we need to reimagine
spirituality and Christian practices from a planetary perspective, taking into
consideration global and planetary histories, ecohistorical understanding of
sin, the political rights of other species, and our responsibilities as planetary
subjects. Christian hope for the future is based on praxis and solidarity with all
God’s creation.

○ Register Here

● Keep an eye out for Earth Day activities in April. There will be many options for
celebration and action around the state.

○ Earth Day Fort Collins
○ Lafayette - Feed the Pollinators, Feed the Earth

 

Weblinks (Underlined items have weblink embedded.)

This section is included to help with education around climate issues. Some are news articles, some
make direct links to faith and climate issues. The key is meant to provide a sense of accessibility.

mailto:janel@brewtheology.org
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tad4ebed2-8960-428c-a2eb-721458f7989b/9ee0246c-71ad-4658-bcb9-f242d34310c1
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7016442697068/WN_WMKQroBMT3ytm72IMiLJcA?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=4a2ebc16-267d-4af7-82bd-8a6c90259de6
https://bellarmine.lmu.edu/theologicalstudies/initiatives/milligan/2022kwokpuilanthd/
https://lmula.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlcemvrTsuEtBJF4AnjqhduyWdTzk-QMI5
https://sustainablelivingassociation.org/earth-day-fort-collins-2/
https://resourcecentral.org/event/earth-day-feed-the-pollinators-feed-the-earth/


Climate Knowledge Key
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

Look at the Farmer’s Almanac Guide for when to plant:
● https://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-calendar/co/denver

Creation Care Prayers - follow the link for a 35 page document of creation prayers:
● https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/9-prayers-leeds-diocese.

pdf

Denver Urban Gardens has a ton of great information for planting your garden.
● Here is a calendar of upcoming events: https://dug.org/events/
● Information on planting your garden: https://dug.org/gardening-resources/
● Intersectional Blog: https://dug.org/embodied-equity/
● Classes for adult and your on how to grow a garden: https://dug.org/growagarden/

Transforming Buildings Research - A quick look at how the National Renewable Energy
Lab is working to change the way we build.

Become Effective at Climate Conversations: Sign up to learn how to have better Climate
Conversations.

From the Ground Up – Regenerative Agriculture

● Inspired by Charles Massy's best-selling book "Call of the Reed Warbler", filmmaker
Amy Browne set out across the dry farming country of South East NSW to meet
Massy and the other trailblazing farmers bringing new life to their land. Regenerative
agriculture is one of the most promising wide-scale environmental solutions. This
short documentary … From The Ground Up - https://youtu.be/6vQW8Tl_KLc

RESTORE COLORADO–a program of the National Fish and Wildlife Fund–includes work to
restore the variety of landscapes in our state.

● See https://www.nfwf.org/programs/rocky-mountain-rangelands/restore-colorado-program
● A related effort from the same organization,

https://www.nfwf.org/media-center/press-releases/corteva-agriscience-and-nfwf-ann
ounce-new-collaboration-enhance-biodiversity-through-sustainable is specifically
related to agricultural restoration and enhancement.

Unequal Impact: Environmental Racism and Faith Based Resources in Restorative
Justice - Climate change and Restorative Justice are deeply connected. From workers’
rights, to land use, to pollutant loads in neighborhoods, people of color are exposed to far
greater environmental health hazards than others. Join the Hank Center and special guests

https://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-calendar/co/denver
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/9-prayers-leeds-diocese.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2019-06/9-prayers-leeds-diocese.pdf
https://dug.org/
https://dug.org/events/
https://dug.org/gardening-resources/
https://dug.org/embodied-equity/
https://youtu.be/SIBumrEPj5k
https://thisiswhatwedid.org/become-effective-at-climate-change-conversations/
https://youtu.be/6vQW8Tl_KLc
https://youtu.be/6vQW8Tl_KLc
https://youtu.be/6vQW8Tl_KLc
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/rocky-mountain-rangelands/restore-colorado-program
https://www.nfwf.org/media-center/press-releases/corteva-agriscience-and-nfwf-announce-new-collaboration-enhance-biodiversity-through-sustainable
https://www.nfwf.org/media-center/press-releases/corteva-agriscience-and-nfwf-announce-new-collaboration-enhance-biodiversity-through-sustainable
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/conversationsonrestorativejustice/archive/unequalimpactenvironmentalracismandfaithbasedresourcesinrestorativejustice.shtml
https://www.luc.edu/ccih/conversationsonrestorativejustice/archive/unequalimpactenvironmentalracismandfaithbasedresourcesinrestorativejustice.shtml


for a conversation on these vital topics. Part of SES’s Sixth Annual Climate Change
Conference.

PROJECT DRAWDOWN was begun in 2017 by green entrepreneur and author Paul
Hawken.  His edited book Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to
Reverse Global Warming includes research by 200 scientists, policymakers and other
experts outlining  around 100 solutions to “drawdown” greenhouse gasses in the
atmosphere to a safe level and then continue declining.  One of the major means of doing
so happens through regenerative agriculture–reversing the habits of industrialized
agriculture.  The associated website https://www.drawdown.org/ includes a free six-unit
video series, other learning experiences, and solutions-in-nine-sectors (including “Food,
Land Use and Agriculture”), with information that any of us can use to live more lightly on
the Planet.  Check it out!

HydroPower at Risk
Major reservoirs like Lake Powell and Lake Mead, which store water from the Colorado River,
are experiencing a major decline in water levels thanks to a megadrought exacerbated by
climate change.

Legislative Update: Spring 2022

These are the bills going through our House and Senate in Colorado State Legislature. Please reach
out to your representatives and senators to let them know you care about climate issues. You can
find your reps here: https://leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator

BILLS ENDORSED & SUPPORTED BY TOGETHER COLORADO

HB22-1244 | Public Protections From Toxic Air Contaminants | Concerning measures to
increase public protection from toxic air contaminants. | Sponsors: Reps
Kennedy/Gonzales-Gutierrez; Sen Gonzales |

This bill creates a program to regulate “toxic air contaminants”, which are a subset of air
pollutants that directly impact human health. It will require operators of sites that produce
these pollutants to submit to annual emissions reports. It will also develop a monitoring
program that will test the concentration of pollutants in the state, and adopt health based
standards and limitations on those toxins that are most significantly impacting the health
of Coloradans, as well as allowing for new emissions standards and caps to go into effect as
needed.  In implementing the program, the air quality control commission has the
authority to adopt rules that are more stringent than the corresponding requirements of
the federal "Clean Air Act”.

Air Quality/Ozone Bill.  In addition to HB-1244 above, Together Colorado will be supporting
the Air Quality/Ozone Bill that is planned to be introduced the week of March 21, 2022 by
Representative Tracey Bernett and Rep Jennifer Bacon.  Rep. Bernett indicated that this
was personal given the health issues of her son caused by the air quality in Colorado.  The
Problem Statement of the Bill is that Colorado is in a climate and air quality crisis. Last
year we had the worst ozone pollution on record. Ozone is like sandpaper on our lungs.
This Bill will be complimentary to HB-1244 and is just the start to getting us back to ozone
attainment.  The Bill will address three main areas: 1) Modeling and Monitoring; 2)
Enforcement; and 3) Addressing State Implementation Plan.

https://www.drawdown.org/
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/09/23/lake-powell-hydropower-at-risk-as-water-levels-plunge-says-blm.html
https://leg.colorado.gov/find-my-legislator
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/HB22-1244

