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TOGETHER COLORADO
2022 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

Together Colorado is a nonpartisan, multi-racial, multi-faith
community organization
comprised of 220
congregations, clergy, and faith
leaders across the state and a
member of Faith in Action with
1,000 religious congregations in
more than 200 cities and towns
through its 45 local and state
federations.

We organize to advance human
dignity in Colorado communities.

PROMOTING A HUMAN DIGNITY
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
During the 2022 Colorado Legislative Session, Together Colorado
lobbied our state elected officials to advance our human dignity
legislative agenda. Through a leader-led process, we identified
several pieces of legislation to prioritize to transform our criminal
justice system and keep mobile home park residents in their
homes and communities. Together Colorado Federated
Committees also supported legislation to ensure that all
Coloradans can breathe clean and healthy air and expand access
to healthcare. This session, Together Colorado Leaders and Faith
Leaders demonstrated tremendous grassroots organizing power
to stand with all our neighbors, no matter what we look like or
where we come from.
Below we highlight Together Colorado's legislative priorities and
the organizing done by Together Colorado Leaders to make
Colorado a state where all of us - Black, brown, white, long-time
resident or newcomer - can thrive.
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LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP
The first regular session of the 74th General
Assembly began in January 2022 and
adjourned on May 11, 2022. Together
Colorado and our partners organized
around an ambitious legislative agenda.
Together Colorado’s Core Leadership Team
chose affordable housing and transforming
justice as our main legislative priorities, and
each federated committee supported their
own issue-specific legislation.

Our transforming justice team led work to
protect Colorado youth by supporting legislation
to raise the age of prosecution from 10 to 12
and making it illegal for law enforcement to lie
to children during interrogations. We also
worked to guarantee bond hearings within 48
hours for people in municipal courts and
automatically seal certain court records so that
our community members can have a “clean
slate” to apply for jobs and housing.

In the area of affordable housing, we
worked to strengthen protections for
mobile home park residents and keep
people in their homes and communities
with HB22-1287: Protections for Mobile
Home Park Residents. We also worked to
expand a loan program so that mobile
home park residents can purchase their
own parks with SB22-160.

Our climate justice committee supported
legislation to ensure all Coloradans can breathe
clean and healthy air with HB22-1244: Public
Protections from Toxic Air Contaminants. Our
immigration and healthcare committees
supported HB22-1289 to ensure that all children
and pregnant people, regardless of immigration
status, can access quality and affordable
healthcare.
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CELEBRATION AND LAMENT
This was a challenging legislative session for
Together Colorado and our partners. While it is
true that all politics is compromise, this year, we
had to compromise too much for the human
dignity of our communities. As we reflect on the
work ahead, we take inspiration from Dr. Martin
Luther King’s wisdom: “power, properly
understood, is the ability to achieve purpose. It is
the strength required to bring about social,
political, and economic changes.” Coming
together across race, place, and economic
status, we are compelled to strengthen our
power to pass legislation that boldly reflects a
Colorado where everyone can thrive.
This year, we celebrate our legislative victories and
lament what was lost. We celebrate the significant
protections passed in HB22-1287: Protections for
Mobile Home Park Residents, which include
strengthening residents’ opportunities to purchase
their own parks, increased oversight, and new
processes to hold park owners accountable when
they break the law. However, legislative sponsors
were forced to strip lot rent stabilization out of the
bill due to a veto threat from the Governor.
Although the bill still contains important
protections, lot rent stabilization was the top
priority for mobile home park residents. We are
dismayed that the Governor’s threat forced
legislators to weaken the bill, which had the votes
to pass with lot rent stabilization intact.

Additionally, there is much to celebrate in the
criminal justice space: important legislation
passed including guaranteeing bond hearings in
municipal court within 48 hours, automatically
sealing certain court records, and providing
automated court reminders via text.
However, the original intent of the legislation to
raise the age of prosecution from 10 to 12 years
old was eliminated from the bill by a strikethrough amendment. The bill now creates a
working group to examine what policies and
resources are best for Colorado kids. Though this
is not the robust legislation we were hoping for,
this is the first step to ensure that kids ages 10-12
can access services, not prosecution and
detention.
Our bill to protect Colorado youth from deceptive
interrogation tactics died on the last day of the
legislature after a series of unfavorable
amendments. Bill sponsors and community
partners decided to come back next year to try to
pass the bill with its original intentions intact.
We did meaningful and impactful work this
legislative session. We must also recognize that we
need to build more power to ensure that our
legislative priorities pass through the legislature
without being weakened. Our futures depend on
our collective power to pass our human dignity
agenda through the Colorado legislature.
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TOGETHER COLORADO LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

538

Emails sent to legislators in support of criminal justice reform, legal
protections for mobile home park residents, and improving air
quality.

145

Tweets sent to legislators in support of criminal justice reform,
legal protections for mobile home park residents, and improving
air quality.

279

Signatures from Colorado Faith Leaders to protect Colorado youth
from an unjust criminal legal system and to keep mobile home
park residents in their homes and communities.

516

Messages sent by Together Colorado Leaders on OutreachCircle to
their networks in support of priority legislation.

13

100+

Leaders gave testimony at the Colorado State Legislature.

Leader-led meetings with legislators and community stakeholders.
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2022 HUMAN DIGNITY LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
The following is a complete list of bills that Together Colorado supported during the 2022 legislative
session by endorsing, lobbying, or providing testimony.

TRANSFORMING JUSTICE

HB22-1067: 48 Hour Municipal Bond Hearings
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)
Sponsors: Rep. Steven Woodrow, Rep. Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez,
Sen. Pete Lee, Sen. Robert Rodriguez

This bill will guarantee the right to a bond hearing
within 48 hours for people charged with municipal
offenses.

NOT INTRODUCED: Expand Tickets and Summons,
Decrease Arrest
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)

This bill would have required law enforcement
officials to issue a ticket instead of arrest for petty
offenses, moving us toward a future where people
struggling with mental health, housing insecurity, and
addiction get the care they need instead of jail time.

HB22-1131: Reduce Justice-Involvement For Young
Children
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)
Sponsors: Sen. Julie Gonzales, Rep. Jennifer Bacon, Rep. Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

This bill was amended from its original scope and
now creates a task force that will develop a plan to
provide essential services to 10-12-year-olds who
need them outside the juvenile system.

SB22-023: Deceptive Tactics Juvenile Custodian
Interrogation
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)
Sponsors: Sen. Julie Gonzales, Rep. Jennifer Bacon, Rep. Serena
Gonzales-Gutierrez

This bill sought to prohibit law enforcement from
using deceptive tactics during interrogations with
minors.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING
HB22-1287: Protections For Mobile
Home Park Residents
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)
Sponsors: Rep. Andrew Boesenecker, Rep. Edie Hooton,
Rep. Sen. Faith Winter

This bill will expand opportunities for residents to
stay in their communities when their parks go up
for sale by strengthening the residents’
“opportunity to purchase.” It also creates new
avenues to hold park owners accountable and
additional legal protections for residents. Lot rent
stabilization was amended out of the bill due to a
veto threat from the governor.

SB22-160: Loan Program for Residentowned Communities
(Together Colorado Priority Bill)
Sponsors: Sen. Julie Gonzales, Sen. Nick Hinrichsen, Rep.
Andrew Boesenecker, Rep. Mandy Lindsay

The bill establishes a revolving loan and grant
program to provide assistance and financing to
mobile home residents seeking to organize and
purchase their mobile home parks.

HB22-1314: Towing Carrier
Nonconsensual Tows
Sponsors: Rep. Naquetta Ricks, Rep. Edie Hooton. Sen. Julie
Gonzales, Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg

Known as the “towing bill of rights,” this bill will
increase oversight of the towing industry and add
protections for consumers. It will require 24 hours
notice before a tow, end the practice of towing due
to an expired tag, and prohibit tow companies from
seizing possession of people’s cars if they can’t pay
the fee to retrieve their vehicle.
Affordable housing taskforce recommendations to allocate Federal dollars from the American Rescue Plan Act
included four additional bills which add significant investments to affordable housing programs and five bills to
support unhoused people in Colorado.
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CLIMATE JUSTICE
HB22-1244: Public Protections From Toxic
Air Contaminants
Sponsors: Rep. Chris Kennedy, Rep. Serena GonzalesGutierrez, Sen. Julie Gonzales

The bill will empower the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment to study and set
health-based standards for air quality in Colorado.

NOT INTRODUCED: Ozone Monitoring and
Modeling
This bill would improve ozone monitoring and
modeling practices in Colorado, giving us the tools
to improve air quality.

IMMIGRATION WITH SUPPORT FROM HEALTHCARE
HB22-1289: Cover All Coloradans
Sponsors: Rep. Serena Gonzales-Gutierrez, Rep. Julie McCluskie, Sen. Dominick Moreno, Sen. Rhonda Fields

This bill will provide full health care coverage for pregnant people and children who would
otherwise be eligible for assistance if not for their immigration status.
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THE ROAD AHEAD
No matter what we look like, where we come from, or what's in our wallets, we all want to live in the best
place for ourselves and our loved ones. The role of our elected officials is to be our voice in the halls of
democracy and represent all of us - Black, white, brown, newcomer or long-time Coloradan - no exceptions.
It is our role as community leaders to build our collective power and create relationships of accountability and
co-governance with our elected officials to make Colorado the best it can be. To that end, Together Colorado
is working to launch a strategic power-building initiative ahead of the next legislative session. We will continue
to organize across faith, racial, and economic differences to ensure that all Coloradans have a safe, affordable
place to call home, a rehabilitative justice system, a welcoming neighborhood, clean air to breathe and clean
water to drink, and a robust social safety net so that every Coloradan has what they need to thrive.

THANK YOU!
We are grateful to all the sponsors of our priority bills for standing with community throughout the 2022
Colorado Legislative Session and all of the leaders, staff, and community partners for their work.

ROOTED IN OUR SACRED TRADITIONS, WE WORK TOGETHER TO MOVE FROM FEAR
TO LIBERATION, FROM VIOLENCE TO LIFE, FROM ISOLATION TO BELOVED
COMMUNITY, SO THAT OUR THOUGHTS, WORDS AND ACTIONS PLACE HUMAN
DIGNITY AND CARE FOR CREATION AT THE CENTER OF PUBLIC LIFE.
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