
Resource List - June 2022

The Faith and Climate Resource List is a tool developed by the Climate Justice Committee of
Together Colorado to help congregations and communities of faith talk about and engage with

climate issues. Each section includes small tidbits you can copy and paste into bulletins, newsletters,
and other congregational communication. Each month has a theme as listed above.

Quotes:
Quotes are provided to use as an educational support tool for use in your materials and services.

Greater Bravery
"Nature is always calling us into greater gestures of bravery. And as we accept those

invitations to our personal edge, we lose the ability to shrink into falseness.”
Excerpt from “Belonging: Remembering Ourselves Home” by Toko-pa Turner

Being Generative
“There’s a big difference between “staying positive” and being generative. The first

disregards hard truths, the second is the fruit of having composted them.”
Toko-pa Turner

Provision in the Remnant
Understanding ourselves in a “community of equality and connection,” Rienstra argues,

corrects our misshapen ideas of God’s sovereignty. In her view, sovereignty doesn’t mean
deterministic control; it’s about provision and meaning. God is still at work,

even here, in this hidden, remnant corner.
Debra Reinstra, Refugia Faith

Guidance From Tradition

In many religious traditions there are guiding thoughts and ways of living that are not in a text in
particular, but are seen in the fabric of the people that follow those beliefs. These quotes emphasize
religious traditions.

From the Reformed Christian Perspective - Extended Quote From a  Book Review in
Christian Century about the book Refugia Faith: Seeking Hidden Shelters, Ordinary
Wonders, and the Healing of the Earth by Debra Reinstra

https://www.christiancentury.org/review/books/climate-change-requires-adaptive-faith?utm_source=Christian+Century+Newsletter&utm_campaign=627eb84b0d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_EdPicks_2022-06-21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_b00cd618da-627eb84b0d-86321647
https://www.amazon.com/Refugia-Faith-Seeking-Shelters-Ordinary/dp/1506473792/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?keywords=refugia+faith&qid=1655943969&s=books&sprefix=refugua%2Cstripbooks%2C186&sr=1-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExU0g5NFYzNDgwVENZJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTc4MzcwMVRSWFRUSDVRVkEwVSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwODU3MzU0MlFaU0hIVVoxMElPRCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.com/Refugia-Faith-Seeking-Shelters-Ordinary/dp/1506473792/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?keywords=refugia+faith&qid=1655943969&s=books&sprefix=refugua%2Cstripbooks%2C186&sr=1-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUExU0g5NFYzNDgwVENZJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwMTc4MzcwMVRSWFRUSDVRVkEwVSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwODU3MzU0MlFaU0hIVVoxMElPRCZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=


“I realize as never before in my life that I must become a better citizen. I can’t rely, with a
wan smile and a shrug—as my mother did—on the assurance that ‘they’ll think of
something.’ ‘They’ is us. ‘They’ is me.”

What each of us will do with this reali zation is the next question. Rienstra offers examples
from her own corner of the planet—actually, her own backyard—of ways she is going
about the “little work” of putting her own abilities and energy in the service of the “Great
Work.” She’s cutting back the invasive buckthorns and planting a native garden. She’s
learning her state’s natural history. She’s learning from Black and Indigenous leaders who
have long practiced lament, survival, and enduring. She’s naming plants and identifying
bird calls.

…She takes the biological concept of refugia—places where plants and animals shelter
during changing environmental conditions to regrow once there is an opportunity—and
finds biblical and cultural parallels. Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection, for
instance, show that “God loves to work with scraps and remnants, the most unlikely
materials possible. . . . Refugia faith attends to the miracle of the seed.

In our churches, in our communities, and in our ecosystems, Rienstra says, Christians are
being called to nurture refugia—inclusive spaces where transition, healing, and new
growth can occur. Rienstra applies the concept broadly, from the forest churches of
Ethiopia to virtual groups of like-minded people. In fact, it seems that almost anything can
become a refugium, which is perhaps the point: God intends for life to persist and thrive.
Everywhere.

But somehow, despite the concept’s universality, Rienstra notes that “Chris tian groups in
North America have not, overall, been acting as the people of refugia.” I was curious to see
what Rienstra would do here with the sovereignty of God, a favorite doctrine of Reformed
folks. In fact, she does take the time to unpack ideas about God’s kingship, which tend to
translate into a kind of passive, infantile submission to “God’s will.” We would be better off,
she writes, replacing that top-down image with the image of Christ at the center.

Understanding ourselves in a “community of equality and connection,” Rienstra argues,
corrects our misshapen ideas of God’s sovereignty. In her view, sovereignty doesn’t mean
deterministic control; it’s about provision and meaning. God is still at work, even here, in
this hidden, remnant corner.

Prayer

These prayers are pulled from a variety of traditions.

Shower the Earth with Mercy
'The world is going up in flames –
Shower it with Your Mercy and save it!
Save and deliver it, by whatever method it takes.
O Nanak, one is saved and one can save others by holding tight to kind and compassionate
deeds.'
–Guru Granth Sahib, Sikh



God of All
God of all, you made the earth and saw
that it was good,
but like robbers we have stripped it of its
treasure. Open our eyes, Lord.

Now the earth cries out
and your people hunger and thirst.
Open our eyes, Lord.

Open our eyes to see the pain of your
creation and move us with compassion for
your world. Open our eyes, Lord.

Lead us to act as neighbours,
who do not pass by on the other side.
Open our eyes, Lord.

So that together we may care for all that
you have made and with all creation sing
your praise. Open our eyes, Lord

–Catherine Gorman/CAFOD

Events
These are upcoming events in the Greater Denver area. If you have events you would like to include
for the next month, please email janel@brewtheology.org. Statewide events are welcome.

Brother Wind: Energy for the Future - Living in Harmony with Our One Planet
https://sacredheartprovince.franciscanway.org/franciscanmountainretreat2022/
107 Divide View Dr, Golden, CO 80403

One Day Retreat - Saturday – August 6
Weekend Retreat - Friday, June 24 – Sunday, June 26
Backpacking: Indian Peak Wilderness - Monday, July 25 – Friday, June 29

“Praise be You, my God, through Brother Wind, and through the air, cloudy and serene, and
every kind of weather through which You give sustenance to Your creatures.”
Canticle of Creatures, Francis of Assisi

The retreat includes:
● Breathing in Harmony with inner Energy and Spirit
● The Roles of Wind on our Planet
● The Future of Wind Energy
● Time in Solitude
● Our Franciscan Way of Living a Circular Economy

Colorado Renewable Energy Society Conference - AUGUST 6, 2022
https://www.cres-energy.org/cres-conference-2022.html
*Register by July 1 for 10% off*

It is hard to overstate how much has changed on the energy front in the past decade. This
conference will show how key elements in this evolving energy landscape fit together and
why we stand a real chance to solve climate when we solve energy.

Our sessions focus on selected pillars of the energy transition, starting with the
requirements for a modernized power grid that can handle intermittent and distributed
renewables, and the big role for storage in making the grid reliable.

mailto:janel@brewtheology.org
https://sacredheartprovince.franciscanway.org/franciscanmountainretreat2022/
https://www.cres-energy.org/cres-conference-2022.html


We’ll visit promising new solar contenders, namely floating solar and agrivoltaics, both of
which allow solar to coexist while doubling income streams without monopolizing valuable
real estate. We'll also take a look at community solar.

Building electrification deserves a conference of its own, so we decided to at least give you
a ‘teaser’: The whole enchilada in half an hour! Microgrids produce, store and manage
power on site, and were chiefly used as diesel fueled emergency power. But as renewable
microgrids become cheaper and more reliable than power from transmission lines ’grid
defection’ might shake up the system.

Our final session examines Colorado’s leadership in the energy transition with presenters
who helped to make it happen. We are bracketing the day with two keynotes: Hunter
Lovins and Scott King argue “Why Students and Entrepreneurs will solve climate”, and at
the end Michael Barnard from Canada gives a blunt comparison of energy solutions that
are largely marketing hype versus true winners whose technological and cost advantages
will push out fossil fuel at the scale and speed we need to curb the climate crisis.

July 2022 Training: Building Power and Democracy - Julio de 2022 Capacitación:
Construyendo Poder y Democracia
Together Colorado is embarking on a campaign to build our power by building
relationships of accountability and co-governance with our State Legislators and other
elected officials. Join us for ONE half-day training to be a part of this effort. We are offering
two options: one in-person training which will be hosted in Denver and one online. Sign up
below!

Juntos Colorado se está embarcando en una campaña para desarrollar nuestro poder
mediante la construcción de relaciones de rendición de cuentas y cogobernanza con
nuestros legisladores estatales y otros funcionarios electos. Únase a nosotros para UN
entrenamiento de medio día para ser parte de este esfuerzo. Estamos ofreciendo dos
opciones: una capacitación en persona que se realizará en Denver y otra en línea.
¡Regístrate abajo!

Sunday / Domingo, July 17
2 PM – 7 PM

ONLINE / EN LÍNEA
Register / Regístrase

Saturday / Sábado, July 23
9 AM – 2 PM

IN PERSON / EN PERSONA
Sign up / Regístrase

Weblinks (Underlined items have weblink embedded.)

This section is included to help with education around climate issues. Some are news articles, some
make direct links to faith and climate issues. The key is meant to provide a sense of accessibility.

Climate Knowledge Key
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

Sikhs planting sacred forests to fight climate change
“EcoSikh’s global president, Dr. Rajwant Singh, says that the Sacred Forest initiative was born
of an intense need to take action in the face of severe ecological issues – in particular the
need to limit global warming to no more than 1.5ºC.

http://togethercolorado.org/take-action/events/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIudOCorzgqGtLs_Bgwnpt9SHKuaFKmBdvu
https://secure.everyaction.com/hrnW-GK0T0aXK0F_EBJGHw2
https://youtu.be/caf1XK8Ny1U


'We had two options: either to sit back or to take action,' he said. 'And we are proud as a
team that we chose the latter. As of now, EcoSikh has planted over 195,250 trees in India and
20,000 trees worldwide.'

The forests, named after Sikhism founder Guru Nanak, can attract a broad range of
biodiversity within just months of planting, and help restore the local ecological balance.
'The strategy to fight climate change should not only be focused on emissions reduction,'
explained Charan Singh, EcoSikh's forest convener. 'We need to remove carbon from the
atmosphere. These sacred forests are carbon sinks and will help us [meet climate targets]
by reducing the temperature in that area.'

'Everyone can plant a forest in their backyard, school, college or at their own religious place,"
he continued. 'This is a collective and a solid step to fight climate change.'”

Climate Vigil Worship Album - Climate Vigil Songs is a major Christian album challenging us
to respond to the climate crisis as an act of worship.

Canada Banning Single Use Plastics This Year
Canada is banning the manufacture and import of single-use plastics by the end of the year,
the government announced on Monday, in a major effort to combat plastic waste and
address climate change.

Google Nest Gets a Renewable Energy Upgrade
Nest Renew can match the fossil fuel electricity used in your home with enough clean energy
to cover the average U.S. household. This is done with purchases of renewable energy credits
from U.S. wind and solar.

Car tyres produce vastly more particle pollution than exhausts
“Almost 2,000 times more particle pollution is produced by tyre wear than is pumped out of
the exhausts of modern cars, tests have shown. The tyre particles pollute air, water and soil
and contain a wide range of toxic organic compounds, including known carcinogens, the
analysts say, suggesting tyre pollution could rapidly become a major issue for regulators.”

New data reveals extraordinary global heating in the Arctic
“New data has revealed extraordinary rates of global heating in the Arctic, up to seven times
faster than the global average.

The heating is occurring in the North Barents Sea, a region where fast rising temperatures
are suspected to trigger increases in extreme weather in North America, Europe and Asia.
The researchers said the heating in this region was an “early warning” of what could
happen across the rest of the Arctic.

The new figures show annual average temperatures in the area are rising across the year by
up to 2.7C a decade, with particularly high rises in the months of autumn of up to 4C a
decade. This makes the North Barents Sea and its islands the fastest warming place known
on Earth.”

Forest Service Didn’t Account For Climate Change in NM Fire
“The U.S. Forest Service said it failed to account for the effects of climate change when it
conducted a controlled burn in April that prompted the largest wildfire in New Mexico’s

https://www.climatevigil.org/album?utm_campaign=d068f8d0-07f5-4189-87af-741860d93d86&utm_source=so&utm_medium=mail&cid=50f3925e-5736-4e0a-9007-8258e400d3cf&fbclid=IwAR0vvjQTTddOP-pEROzWf1duKDstLv1XSYjpoDm393649RCm2Z7sH0XUaEU
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/06/21/canada-is-banning-single-use-plastics-by-the-end-of-the-year-.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/news/2022/06/government-of-canada-delivers-on-commitment-to-ban-harmful-single-use-plastics.html
https://nestrenew.google.com/welcome/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/03/car-tyres-produce-more-particle-pollution-than-exhausts-tests-show
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/15/new-data-reveals-extraordinary-global-heating-in-the-arctic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/arctic
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/06/22/forest-service-failed-to-account-for-climate-change-in-new-mexico-fire.html?recirc=taboolainternal


history. The agency depended on multiple miscalculations, poor weather data and
underestimated how dry conditions were in the Southwest when crews ignited the
prescribed fire. The Calf Canyon/Hermits Creek blaze has burned more than 341,000 acres
and destroyed hundreds of homes.”

Action

This section provides opportunities to take action on the climate crisis. Opportunities can include
marches, petitions, and sharing information. Actions can be in person or virtual.

Please take this climate justice survey for 9 to 5:
https://9to5.org/colorado-climate-justice-survey/

Colorado has endured horrific fires, flooding, poor air quality and more in recent years,
and we know that the hardest hit are working class people and communities of color.
We want to know how you, your family, and your community have been impacted by
the climate crisis and what you think 9to5 should build power for to bring climate and
economic justice to Colorado. Take this survey and join the fight!

Hard Truth
The climate conversation comes with some difficult information to process. The reality of the crisis
means that we have to face the hard news if we are going to pursue change.

Big Oil Consultant Resigns With Scathing Email
U.K.-based Caroline Dennett took to social media following her resignation to outline why
she had ended her 11-year relationship with the Anglo-Dutch oil firm.

In her resignation email — which was sent to 1,400 employees and contractors at Shell —
she said despite warnings from the U.N. and the International Energy Agency that there
was no safe level of new oil and gas extraction, Shell was planning to explore and extract
“much more.”

“I can no longer work for a company that ignores all the alarms and dismisses the risks of
climate change and ecological collapse,” Dennett said. “I want Shell execs and
management to look in the mirror and ask themselves if they really believe their vision for
more oil and gas extraction secures a safe future for humanity.”

NASA UPDATE: May 2022 tied for the sixth-warmest May, globally, since modern
record-keeping began in 1880, measuring at 0.82°C (1.48°F) above the 1951-1980 baseline
average. Additionally, meteorological spring 2022 (March to May) was the fifth-warmest for
such period, globally, since modern record-keeping began in 1880, measuring at 0.90°C
(1.62°F) above the 1951-1980 baseline average: https://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/

https://9to5.org/colorado-climate-justice-survey/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/big-oil-consultant-resigns-with-scathing-email-to-1400-executives-asking-them-all-to-look-in-the-mirror/ar-AAXIiN8?li=BBnb7Kz
https://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/
https://data.giss.nasa.gov/gistemp/

