
Resource List - October 2022

The Faith and Climate Resource List is a tool developed by the Climate Justice Committee of
Together Colorado to help congregations and communities of faith talk about and engage with

climate issues. Each section includes small tidbits you can copy and paste into bulletins, newsletters,
and other congregational communication. Each month has a theme as listed above.

Quotes:
Quotes are provided to use as an educational support tool for use in your materials and services.

Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty, advancing economic growth…these
are one and the same fight. We must connect the dots between climate change,

water scarcity, energy shortages, global health, food security and women’s
empowerment. Solutions to one problem must be solutions for all.

– Ban Ki-moon

Environment is no one’s property to destroy; it’s everyone’s responsibility to protect.
– Mohith Agadi

A nation that destroys its soils destroys itself. Forests are the lungs of our land,
purifying the air and giving fresh strength to our people.

― Franklin D. Roosevelt

What we are doing to the forests of the world is but a mirror reflection of what we are
doing to ourselves and to one another.

― Chris Maser

Our planet’s alarm is going off, and it is time to wake up and take action!
– Leonardo DiCaprio

To waste, to destroy our natural resources, to skin and exhaust the land instead of
using it so as to increase its usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our

children the very prosperity which we ought by right to hand down to them
amplified and developed.

― Theodore Roosevelt

The only way forward, if we are going to improve the quality of the environment, is to
get everybody involved.

– Richard Rogers

https://www.ecomena.org/green-campus/
https://www.ecomena.org/water-scarcity-in-mena/
https://www.ecomena.org/food-middle-east/
https://www.ecomena.org/women-entrepreneurship-in-mena/
https://www.ecomena.org/women-entrepreneurship-in-mena/


Sooner or later, we will have to recognise that the Earth has rights, too, to live without
pollution. What mankind must know is that human beings cannot live without

Mother Earth, but the planet can live without humans.
– Evo Morales

Guidance From Tradition

In many religious traditions there are guiding thoughts and ways of living that are not in a text in
particular, but are seen in the fabric of the people that follow those beliefs. These quotes emphasize
religious traditions.

Three pure precepts (Contemporary Buddhism)
I vow to refrain from all action that ignores interdependence.

This is our restraint.
I vow to make every effort to act with mindfulness.

This is our activity.
I vow to live for the benefit of all beings.

This is our intention.
Green Gulch Zen Center

A Modern, ecological version of the Bodhisattva Vows
by Allen Ginsberg, Gary Snyder, and Philip Whalen

Sentient beings are numberless; I vow to save them.
Consuming desires are endless; I vow to stop them.
Bio-relations are intricate; I vow to honor them.
Nature’s way is beautiful; I vow to become it.

(A more traditional version of Bodhisattva Vows,
translation by the Diamond Sangha, Hawaii)

The many beings are numberless; I vow to save them.
Greed, hatred, and ignorance rise endlessly; I vow to abandon them.
Dharma-gates are countless; I vow to wake to them.
Buddha’s way is unsurpassed; I vow to embody it fully.

From the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 29
Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I exiled from

Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses to dwell in; plant gardens, and eat their fruits. Take
wives and beget sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters
husbands, so that they may bear sons and daughters.  … Promote the welfare of the city to
which I have exiled you; pray for it to the LORD, for upon its welfare depends your own.

… For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD, plans for your
welfare (shalom), not for woe! Plans to give you a future full of hope.

Prayer

These prayers are pulled from a variety of traditions.

Prayer of Commitment, U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program
We join with the Earth and with each other. To bring new life to the land. To restore the
water. To refresh the air. We join with the Earth and with each other. To celebrate the seas.



To rejoice in the sunlight. To sing the song of the stars. We join with the Earth and with
each other. To recreate the human community To promote justice and peace To remember
our children We join with the Earth and with each other. We join together as many and
diverse expressions of one loving mystery: for the healing of the Earth and the renewal of all
life.

Prayers for All Living Creatures --Albert Schweitzer
Hear our humble prayer, O God, for our friends the animals, especially for animals who are
suffering, for any that are hunted or lost, or deserted or frightened or hungry, for all that
must be put to death. We entreat for them all thy mercy and pity and for those who deal
with them we ask a heart of compassion and gentle hands and kindly words. Make us,
ourselves, to be true friends to animals.

An Ojibway Prayer --Art Solomon, Ojibway Elder
Grandfather, Look at our brokenness. We know that in all creation, only the human family
has strayed from the Sacred Way. We know that we are the ones who are divided. And we
are the ones who must come back together to walk in the Sacred Way. Grandfather, Sacred
One, Teach us love, compassion and honor that we may heal the Earth and heal each other.

Prayer of St. Basil O God, enlarge in us the sense of communion with all living things, our
brothers and sisters, the plants and animals. You have given them the Earth as their home
in common with us. We remember with shame how we have exercised our high dominion
with ruthless cruelty. The voice of the Earth, meant to rise to you in song, has been a groan
of pain. Make us mindful that all your creatures live not just for us but for themselves and
for You, that they may love the sweetness of life. -- St. Basil

Events
These are upcoming events in the Greater Denver area. If you have events you would like to include
for the next month, please email janel@brewtheology.org. Statewide events are welcome.

Dismantling Racism & Inequality | Faith-Based Community Investing, an Interfaith Virtual
Convening Series

The Introduction to Faith-Based Community Investing series will feature dynamic speakers,
clergy, and congregations who will give insight into the faith-based community investing
movement, along with case studies from different faith communities. In addition, we will provide an
overview of existing opportunities and how to take advantage of them based on the unique
perspectives and values of the attendees. By developing relationships with and investing in local
economies that serve under-resourced communities, we can work toward dismantling racism and
other systems of oppression that exist within ourselves, our institutions, and the economy. We invite
you to join us for these conversations and help shape this work in 2023.

November 10 | 7:30 - 9:00 pm ET | Dismantling Racism & Inequality | Faith Based Community
Investing -
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkdOqhrTMpG9PgnUqnWapBKlqRwdGMRXJr

November 14 | 1:00 - 2:00 pm ET | Informal Follow On Conversation with Faith-Based Institutions -
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErdeurrTMoH90KF4mlGKGNdYGEXtk8HRdq

mailto:janel@brewtheology.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkdOqhrTMpG9PgnUqnWapBKlqRwdGMRXJr
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErdeurrTMoH90KF4mlGKGNdYGEXtk8HRdq


Weblinks (Underlined items have weblink embedded.)

This section is included to help with education around climate issues. Some are news articles, some
make direct links to faith and climate issues. The key is meant to provide a sense of accessibility.

Climate Knowledge Key
Beginner - Basic concepts, Intro level
Some Knowledge - Knows about climate change, some disturbing info
Moderate - Well-read, understands the ideas and concepts, okay with difficult information
Very Familiar - Involved, exposed to negative data, aware of the coming disaster

What can we do about climate change?
Broadly speaking, we need to focus on two things to address climate change: mitigation
and adaptation.

To mitigate climate change, or avoid the worst consequences of a warming world,
we must reduce the concentration of greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere. That means
reducing emissions. If we want to limit warming to 1.5 C, we must cut global emissions by
half by 2030 and reach net-zero (when there’s a balance between emissions produced and
emissions removed from the atmosphere) by 2050.

Burning fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas is the largest source of emissions, so we
need to stop extracting and burning these resources. We can do this by conserving energy
and by choosing clean electricity over fossil fuels. We can also reduce emissions in the
atmosphere through nature-based climate solutions like planting trees and restoring
wetlands and forest ecosystems.

Because the climate is already changing, we also need to adapt. This involves preparing
for the effects of climate change, including extreme weather events, sea level rise and food
insecurity. Each region, city or town will require different solutions for adaptation, which is
why municipalities are leading this work.

Top 10 Things You Can Do: (Follow These Links to the David Suzuki Foundation)
1. Urge government to take bold, ambitious climate action now
2. Help raise climate ambition by painting your town with climate art
3. Use energy wisely — and save money too!
4. Mobilize for local climate action
5. Green your commute
6. Start a climate conversation
7. Consume less, waste less, enjoy life more
8. Invest in renewables and divest from fossil fuels
9. Eat for a climate-stable planet
10. Get politically active and vote

SIMPLIFY!
Repair of the World appears to be an altogether daunting task–alone or with others!  Often
it’s our consumerist habits along with our too-full schedule that makes Earth-care seem
out-of-reach.  While there are many  (many!) guides to simplifying our lives, here’s a fairly
simple one with at least a few things that may help you come to greater balance, consume
less of the Planet’s support-systems, and find a deeper happiness for yourself:
https://balancethroughsimplicity.com/20-ways-to-simplify-your-life/

https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#1
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#2
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#3
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#4
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#5
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#6
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#7
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#8
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#9
https://davidsuzuki.org/what-you-can-do/top-10-ways-can-stop-climate-change/#10
https://balancethroughsimplicity.com/20-ways-to-simplify-your-life/


Action

This section provides opportunities to take action on the climate crisis. Opportunities can include
marches, petitions, and sharing information. Actions can be in person or virtual.

COP27 - https://unfccc.int/cop27 November 6-18 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt
Track what is happening at this global climate conference. Search for COP27 on social
media to find links and updates to various sources of information.

From 6 to 18 November 2022, the governments who are parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change will convene in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt for the conference
widely known as “COP27.” Sharm el-Sheikh sits on the Sinai Peninsula, the land held sacred
by followers of Abrahamic religions as the place where God appeared to Moses and called
him to a mission of liberation. On each day of this conference, you are invited to pray in
solidarity with the whole Earth community and, in a special way, with the Catholic Sisters,
Brothers, priests, and other faith leaders who will be advocating for environmental justice in
the UN proceedings on the Sinai Peninsula.

We invite you to read/view the day’s reflection from the COP27 Reflection Calendar created
by the Dominican Leadership Conference.

The Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR, see: https://jcor2030.org/about-us/) provides free
sets of conference guides (see https://jcor2030.org/communications-guides/ ) in various
languages - the link to JCoR’s COP 27: The 27th Conference of the Parties on Climate
Change, 6-18 November 2022 Briefing guides are available in English, Français, and
Español https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/JCoR-Guide-to-COP27.pdf

Another helpful guide, entitled “Connecting to COP27: An online portal to becoming a
citizen observer to the 27th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change,” has been assembled by Quaker Frank Granshaw of
Portland State University ( fgransha@gmail.com) - you can access it here:
https://sites.google.com/pdx.edu/connectingtocop27/home?authuser=0

The UN Environment Program (UNEP) has a special website dedicated to Faith-Based
Events / Engagement at COP27 here:
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/faith-based-engagement-cop27

You can find lots of Information about Side Events and Exhibits on this COP27 website - and
you can view all Side Events on YouTube (this page).

Book Recommendation
Books about the climate crisis that can be helpful resources in the fight against climate change.

Dharma Rain: Sources of Buddhist Environmentalism, ed. Stephanie Kaza & Kenneth
Kraft.  Boston: Shambhala, 2000.

A comprehensive collection of classic texts, contemporary interpretations, guidelines
for activists, issue-specific information, and materials for environmentally-oriented
religious practice. Sources and contributors include Basho, the Dalai Lama, Thich
Nhat Hanh, Gary Snyder, Chögyam Trungpa, Gretel Ehrlich, Peter Mathiessen, Helen
Tworkov (editor of Tricycle), and Philip Glass.

https://unfccc.int/cop27
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/COP-27-Calendar-1.pdf
https://jcor2030.org/about-us/
https://jcor2030.org/communications-guides/
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/JCoR-Guide-to-COP27.pdf
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/JCoR-Guide-to-COP27-Franc%CC%A7aise.pdf
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/JCoR-Guide-to-COP27-Espan%CC%83ol.pdf
https://jcor2030.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/JCoR-Guide-to-COP27.pdf
mailto:fgransha@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/pdx.edu/connectingtocop27/home?authuser=0
https://www.unep.org/events/conference/faith-based-engagement-cop27
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/conferences/side-events-and-exhibits#How-to-follow-COP-27-side-events-on-YouTube-
https://www.youtube.com/c/unfcccint

